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President Barack Obama speaks in the East Room of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014. Obama said Wednesday he will sidestep Congress 
and unveil administrative actions on immigration, measures that could spare from deportation as many as 5 million people illegally in the U.S. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 
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Kerry in diplomatic overdrive on Iran 


MATTHEW LEE 

BRADLEY KLAPPER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — With a 
deadline for Iranian nucle¬ 
ar deal fast approaching, 
U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry has embarked on a 
frenzy of high-stakes diplo¬ 
macy in a last-minute push 
to secure an agreement — 
or at least prevent the pro¬ 
cess from collapsing. 

As senior negotiators hud¬ 
dled for a second day in 
Vienna in the latest round 
of talks, 

Kerry held separate meet¬ 
ings in London and was to 


travel to Paris on Thursday 
for further discussions be¬ 
fore deciding whether or 
when to join the larger ef¬ 
fort in the Austrian capital 
to forge a pact that would 
prevent the Islamic repub¬ 
lic from reaching the ca¬ 
pability to produce atomic 
weapons. 

Despite his efforts, though, 
signs increasingly pointed 
to the prospect that Mon¬ 
day’s deadline will be pass 
without a deal and the ne¬ 
gotiations will be extended 
a second time. 

In London, Kerry met 
Wednesday at his hotel 
with Foreign Minister Yusuf 
bin Alawi of Oman, which 
has emerged as a key 
bridge between Washing¬ 
ton and Tehran, a senior 
U.S. official said. Bin Alawi 
was in Tehran last weekend 


and met with Kerry on Tues¬ 
day. Their follow-up meet¬ 
ing, Wednesday however, 
was unannounced and 
confirmed only after an 
Associated Press reporter 
saw the foreign minister in 
Kerry’s hotel. 

Oman is not party to the 
negotiations among Iran, 
the U.S., Britain, China, 
France, Russia, the Euro¬ 
pean Union and Germany. 
But unique among the Gulf 
Arab states for the close 
ties it maintains with Iran, it 
hosted high-level nuclear 
talks earlier this month and 
was the site of secret U.S.- 


Iranian gatherings dating 
back to 2012. 

Those earlier discussions 
laid the groundwork for 
an interim nuclear agree¬ 
ment reached a year ago, 
which the so-called P5+1 
countries are now trying to 
cement with Iran in Vienna. 
Details of Kerry’s meetings 
with bin Alawi were not im¬ 
mediately clear and U.S. 
officials were tight-lipped 
about any role Oman 
might play beyond that of 
an intermediary. 

German Ambassador Pe¬ 
ter Wittig wouldn’t rule out 
an extension and said a 
nuclear deal could lead to 
better relations and part¬ 
nerships with Iran and world 
powers in other regional is¬ 
sues, specifically Syria and 
Lebanon. 

“If these negotiations fail, 


there won’t be any win¬ 
ners," Wittig told reporters 
in Washington. 

In Paris, Kerry will meet Sau¬ 
di Foreign Minister Saud al- 
Faisal and French Foreign 
Minister Laurent Fabius. 
Those meetings are key 
because French objec¬ 
tions last year delayed 
the adoption of an inter¬ 
im agreement by several 
weeks, and Saudi Arabia 
remains deeply concerned 
about the potential for its 
arch-rival Iran to win con¬ 
cessions from the West. 

In Washington, meanwhile, 
Obama administration of¬ 


ficials, congressional aides 
and independent experts 
who've closely monitored 
the discussions said an ex¬ 
tension of the talks was 
most likely. And, in a twist, 
many opponents of a deal 
now see prolonged nego¬ 
tiations as more preferable 
than an accord. 

Even though many U.S. 
lawmakers opposed an ex¬ 
tension when the last one 
was announced in June, 
aides in both parties said 
an agreement now would 
be viewed as a sign of the 
administration’s despera¬ 
tion to secure a diplomatic 
breakthrough at any cost. 
Republicans in particular 
want more time so that 
they can attempt to pass 
new sanctions legislation 
that would pressure Iran 
into greater concessionsO 



U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, center, speaks on a phone as he arrives for a breakfast meeting 
with Britain's Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond, left, in London. Kerry has embarked on a frenzy of 
high-stakes diplomacy to secure an agreement on the Iranian nuclear deal. 

(AP Photo/Matt Dunham, Pool) 




Palestinians inspect the demolished apartment of Abdel Rah¬ 
man al-Shaludi in east Jerusalem on Wednesday, Nov. 19,2014. 
Israeli authorities demolished the apartment as a punitive mea¬ 
sure after al-Shaludi's deadly attack with his car on a Jerusalem 
train station last month which left five people dead. 

(AP Photo/Mahmoud lllean) 


Palestinian attacker's home 
demolished by Israel troops 


PETER ENAV 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — The east 
Jerusalem home of a Pal¬ 
estinian who carried out a 
deadly attack last month 
was demolished Wednes¬ 
day, hours after Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
promised strict security 
measures in the wake of a 
grisly synagogue assault. 
Tuesday’s synagogue at¬ 
tack, which left five people 
dead, was the deadliest 
in Jerusalem since 2008 
and came amid weeks of 
violence linked to the city's 
holiest site for Jews and 
Muslims. 

The home destroyed in the 
Silwan neighborhood near 
the Old City belonged to 
Abdel Rahman al-Shaludi, 
who killed two people last 
month when he drove his 
car into a crowd at a light 
rail stop in Jerusalem. 

Israeli troops blasted the 
interior of the third-floor 
apartment located in a 
four-story apartment build¬ 
ing, leaving piles of cin- 
derblocks and holes in the 
exterior walls. The blast 
caused minor damage to 
neighboring apartments 
and flattened a car parked 
below. 

In recent weeks, Palestinian 
attackers using guns, knives 
and vehicles have killed 11 
people — most in Jerusa¬ 
lem, but also in Tel Aviv and 
the West Bank. At least five 
Palestinians involved in the 
attacks were killed. 

On Tuesday two Palestin¬ 
ian cousins wielding meat 
cleavers, knives and a 


handgun stormed a syna¬ 
gogue in the west Jerusa¬ 
lem neighborhood of Har 
Not, killing four worship¬ 
pers and a policeman. The 
two assailants were shot to 
death by police. 
Responding to Tuesday's 
attack, Netanyahu said 
he had ordered security 
forces to hit back hard at 
Palestinians involved in vio¬ 
lence against Israelis and 
to resume the policy of 
home demolifions, a puni¬ 
tive tactic that has caused 
much controversy. 

On Wednesday, he called 
the demolition “a signifi¬ 
cant and important step," 
and said there would be 
more. “We have noth¬ 
ing against the residents 
of east Jerusalem, but we 
will not tolerate attacks 
against our citizens,” Ne¬ 
tanyahu said, according to 
a statement from his office. 
“With a determined and 
firm hand we will restore se¬ 
curity to Jerusalem." 

Sitting amid the rubble 
of the demolished family 
home, al-Shaludi’s grand¬ 
mother said she was proud 
of him. 

“No one should feel sorry 
for us, for our demolished 
home," she said, refusing fo 
give her full name for fear 
of reprisals. 

Worshippers returned 
Wednesday to the scene of 
the attack, the Kehilat Bnai 
Torah synagogue, seeking 
comfort in prayer. One of 
them, Gavriel Cohen, said 
the killings showed “that 
our future in this world is de¬ 
pendent on God.’Q 
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New US ambassador Tefft 
has a tough job in Moscow 

LYNN BERRY 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW (AP) — Ask most Russians and they will tell 
you that the United States instigated the conflict in 
Ukraine with the ultimate aim of subjugating Russia. 
This is what they hear from President Vladimir Putin and 
in a steady stream of reports on state television. 

Most in the West view it differently, of course. They con¬ 
demn Russia for seizing the Crimean Peninsula from 
Ukraine, and accuse the Kremlin of arming the sepa¬ 
ratists whose battles with government troops in eastern 
Ukraine have claimed more than 4,000 lives. The U.S. 
and European Union have imposed punishing sanc¬ 
tions, but this has only made Russia more defiant. 

With little common ground between these two narra¬ 
tives, tensions between Russia and the West are higher 
than at any time since the end of the Cold War. Diplo¬ 
macy has stalled. 

The arrival of new U.S. Ambassador John Tefft, a ca¬ 
reer diplomat with experience in Russia and Ukraine, 
offered some hope of improved lines of communica- 
fion. But his reception Wednesday, when he presented 
his credentials to Putin, showed his job will not be easy. 
Putin gave a slight smile as Tefft strode toward him 
across a vast, gilded Kremlin hall. His words, though, 
contained both a welcome and a warning. 

“We are ready for practical cooperation with our 
American partners in all fields on fhe principles of re¬ 
spect for each other's interests, equal partnership and 
non-interference in our domestic affairs,” Putin said 
during the Kremlin ceremony. 

Rossiya state television sent a sharper message. The 
news presenter described Tefft as a “specialist in col¬ 
or revolutions,” a reference to the Rose Revolution in 
Georgia and the Orange Revolution in Ukraine that 
ushered in Western-leaning governments a decade 
ago. Tefft has been the U.S. ambassador in both 
countries, in addition to having served in Russia and 
in other State Department posts with responsibility for 
the region. “They call him a diplomat saboteur," the 
presenter said. The implication was that he was sent to 
Moscow to foment a popular uprising with the aim of 
overthrowing Putin. The Western sanctions, which tar¬ 
get Russian businesses and individuals, including some 
members of Putin’s inner circle, are seen as part of this 
effort. Tefft was one of 15 ambassadors to present their 
credentials Wednesday, but television reports unsur¬ 
prisingly focused almost exclusively on him. 

Russian television news broadcasts and talk shows 
seem obsessed with the United States. The state- 
owned channels churn out programs that portray the 
U.S. as the greatest threat to stability and security not 
only in Russia but throughout the world. 

This message finds fertile ground with Russians still deep¬ 
ly bitter over the humiliation of the years following the 
1991 Soviet collapse. The anti-Americanism also serves 
to rally Russians around Putin, a leader seen as strong 
enough to stand up to the West. 

Tefft replaces Michael McFaul, the Stanford University 
professor who was the architect of President Barack 
Obama’s effort to reset relations with Russia. 

McFaul had the misfortune to arrive in Moscow in the 
middle of the mass anti-Putin protests of early 2012. A 
scholar who had long studied the development of de¬ 
mocracy in Russia, he was an easy target for the Krem¬ 
lin as it sought to portray the protests as a U.S. plot. 
Tefft has been seen as more likely to be able to work 
with the Russians, who are accustomed to dealing with 
professional diplomats. This was the point he made 
WednesdayQ 


Man charged in fatal subway attack 


J. DAVID GOODMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 
NEW YORK - A man was 
charged early Wednes¬ 
day in the fatal shoving of 
a subway rider in the Bronx 
after he was taken into 
custody earlier in the day 
in a separate assault at a 
Manhattan subway station 
this month, the police said. 
The man, Kevin Darden, 
34, was arrested on a mur¬ 
der charge in the death of 


day, the victim of an ear¬ 
lier shoving episode, a 
51-year-old man pushed 
to the platform of the West 
Fourth Street subway sta¬ 
tion on Nov. 6, told the po¬ 
lice that he had been at¬ 
tacked by the same man 
who appeared in the vid¬ 
eo from Sunday. 

"You shouldn’t walk in front 
of me,” fhe assailanf fold 
the man, according to the 
police, before shoving him 


lice that the man they saw 
leaving the station was the 
same man in the video, 
who was seen boarding a 
bus two minutes later. 

Until the man assaulted in 
the West Fourth Street at¬ 
tack, who is also Asian, 
identified Darden on 
Tuesday as his attacker, 
no probable cause had 
existed to arrest him. But 
shortly after tying him to 
the earlier crime, Darden 



Kevin Darden, charged with the murder of a subway rider, at the 44th Precinct in the Bronx 
borough of New York, late on the night of Nov. 18, 2014. Darden was identified by the survivor 
of an earlier similar assault and appears to be seen on surveillance video shortly after Wai Kuen 
Kwok was shoved in front of an arriving train. (Edwin J. Torres/The New York Times) 


the rider, Wai Kuen Kwok, 
61, who was shoved into 
the path of an oncom¬ 
ing subway train just be¬ 
fore 8:45 a.m. on Sunday. 
Darden was located in the 
Bronx near his last known 
address, the police said. 
He was believed to ap¬ 
pear in surveillance video 
leaving the scene of the 
killing. 

As the manhunt stretched 
into a third day on Tues- 


to the ground. “I’m warn¬ 
ing you.” 

The police said investiga¬ 
tors believed Darden was 
the same person seen on 
surveillance video walk¬ 
ing calmly from the 167th 
Street station minutes after 
Kwok was killed. Kwok had 
been standing on the plat¬ 
form with his wife. 

Other riders on the plat¬ 
form did not see the at¬ 
tack, but they told the po- 


was taken into custody on 
the street near his mother’s 
home on Grand Avenue 
in the Bronx. He was un¬ 
armed and went with de¬ 
tectives without a struggle, 
the police said. 

On Twitter, the chief of de¬ 
tectives, Robert K. Boyce, 
praised the work of detec- 
fives “on the arrest of Kevin 
Darden, individual wanted 
in connection with the ho¬ 
micide in transit. "□ 


Major groups to stop protesting Davos 


GENEVA (AP) — Two an¬ 
ti-corporate campaign 
groups said Wednesday 
that they will stop staging 
protests at the World Eco¬ 
nomic Forum because they 
believe the annual meet¬ 
ing of political and busi¬ 
ness leaders in Switzerland 
is no longer relevant. 
Environmental group 
Greenpeace Switzerland 
and the Berne Declara¬ 
tion, which campaigns for 
responsible business, have 
organized protests in the 
Alpine town of Davos for 
the past 15 years. Since 
2005, they have also pre¬ 


sented the annual Pub¬ 
lic Eye Award, meant to 
shame companies that dis¬ 
regard human rights or the 
environment. 

Instead, the groups said 
they would focus their work 
on promoting a plan — to 
be put to referendum in 
Switzerland — that would 
require Swiss-based com¬ 
panies to respect human 
rights and the environ¬ 
ment. Switzerland is home 
to several major corpora¬ 
tions that take advantage 
of its low business taxes. 
Adrian Monck, a manag¬ 
ing director at the World 


Economic Forum, said he 
would miss the protests. But 
he added that dissident 
voices are now heard on 
the event’s official panels, 
foo. 

“The Forum’s research, ifs 
global reach, and ifs ability 
to nudge the world’s lead¬ 
ers has made it more rele¬ 
vant and more relied upon 
than ever,” Monck said in 
an online post. 

The final Public Eye Award 
is to be presented Jan. 
23. It will go to one of six 
companies for “lifetime 
achievements in corpo¬ 
rate irresponsibility.”□ 
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Upstate New York braces for another big snowstorm 



jHiFiaP' 


Sue Radka helps shovel out a friends driveway on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014, in Lancaster, N.Y. 
Lake-effect snow pummeled areas around Buffalo for a second straight day, leaving residents 
stuck in their homes as officials tried to clear massive snow mounds with another storm looming. 

(AP Photo/Mike Groll) 


Trapped on a team bus 
for nearly 30 hours, the 


Niagara University women’s 
basketball team melted 


snow for water, posed with 
long faces for pictures that 
were posted online and 
tried to keep each other’s 
spirits up. 

Bethany Hojnacki went 
into labor at the height of 
the storm and ended up 
giving birth in a Buffalo 
fire station after she and 
her husband couldn’t get 
to the hospital. Baby Lucy 
weighed in at 6 pounds, 
2 ounces (3.3 kilograms). 
Mother and child were 
later taken to the hospital 
in an ambulance. 

Cuomo said Wednesday 
afternoon that all the 
trapped travelers had 
been removed from their 
cars. Asked by reporters 
how officials could allow 
people to be snowbound 
in cars for 24 hours, Cuomo 
cited a disabled trailer 
that prevented plows 
from removing fast-falling 
snow, and drivers' own 
wrongheaded choices to 
drive on a closed interstate 
highway. 


Ferguson: 

Gun sales surge ahead of jury’s decision 


CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 

Residents of the New York 
state city of Buffalo started 
digging out Wednesday 
from a massive snowstorm 
blamed for six deaths, 
even as another headed 
their way, threatening to 
break snowfall records. 
Homeowners opened 
their front doors to find 
themselves sealed in 
by sheer walls of white. 
People were marooned 
at homes, on roads and 
at work. A woman gave 
birth in a firehouse after the 
snow prevented her from 
reaching the hospital. 

Even for Buffalo, a city used 
to big blizzards blowing in 
from Lake Erie, this was an 
epic snowfall. The region 
found itself buried under 
up to 5.5 feet (1.68 meters) 
of snow Wednesday, with 
another storm expected to 
bring up to 3 more feet (1 
meter) by late Thursday. 
“This is an historic event. 
When all is said and done, 
this snowstorm will break 
all sorts of records,” Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said. 

The storm trapped more 


than 100 vehicles along 
a 132-mile (212-kilometer) 
stretch of the New York 
State Thruway, the 
state’s main highway 
that remained closed 
Wednesday. 


ALAN SCHER ZAGIER 
Associated Press 
FERGUSON, Missouri (AP) 

— Some suburban St. Louis 
gun dealers have been 
doing brisk business, par¬ 
ticularly among first-time 
buyers, as fearful residents 
await a grand jury’s deci¬ 
sion on whether to indict 
the white police officer 
who fatally shot a black 
teenager. 

Metro Shooting Supplies, 
in an area near the city's 
main airport, reports sell¬ 
ing two to three times more 
weapons than usual in re¬ 
cent weeks — an average 
of 30 to 50 guns each day 

— while the grand jury pre¬ 
pares to conclude its three- 
month review of the case 
that sparked looting and 


weeks of sometimes-violent 
protests in August. 

“We're selling everything 
that's not nailed down," 
owner Steven King said. 
“Police aren’t going to be 
able to protect every sin¬ 
gle individual. If you don’t 
prepare yourself and get 
ready for the worst, you 
have no one to blame but 
yourself."The store’s waiting 
list for private lessons and 
concealed-carry training 
classes extends into 2015. 
Protest leaders say they are 
preparing for non-violent 
demonstrations after the 
grand jury's decision is an¬ 
nounced, but they also ac¬ 
knowledge the risk of more 
unrest if the panel decides 
not to issue criminal charg¬ 
es against Darren Wilson, 


the white officer who shot 
Michael Brown, who was 
black and unarmed. 

Other gun dealers say their 
sales spikes are compa¬ 
rable to the increases seen 
soon after Brown’s death 
on Aug. 9. 

First-time gun owners ac¬ 
count for about 60 percent 
of his recent customers. 
King said. 

The St. Louis County Police 
Department reports a sharp 
increase in the number of 
concealed-carry permits 
issued since Brown's death 
compared with a year ago. 
Police spokesman Brian 
Schellman said “it would be 
naive” to say the increase 
has not been driven by 
concern over the grand 
jury decision. □ 
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Obama set to announce immigration steps today 


JIM KUHNHENN 
ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama said 
Wednesday he will side¬ 
step Congress and unveil 
administrative actions on 
immigration, measures that 
could spare from deporta¬ 
tion as many as 5 million 
people illegally in the U.S. 
and set up one the most 
pitched partisan confron¬ 
tations of his presidency. 
Republicans vehemently 
oppose the president’s like¬ 
ly actions, but are deeply 
divided and have spent 
much of the week intensely 
debating how to respond. 
Some conservative mem¬ 
bers have threatened to 
pursue a government shut¬ 
down and one House law¬ 
maker raised the specter of 
impeachment on Wednes¬ 
day. Obama declared that 
Washington has allowed 
the immigration problem 
“to fester for too long.” 

The president will use a 
primetime address Thurs¬ 
day to announce his mea¬ 
sures and will sign the ex¬ 
ecutive actions during a 
rally in Las Vegas on Friday. 
In doing so, Obama will be 
taking an aggressive stand 
that he had once insisted 
was beyond his presiden¬ 
tial power. 

As many as 5 million people 
in the country illegally are 
likely to be protected from 
deportation and made 
eligible for work permits un¬ 
der the plan. They would 
not have a path to citi¬ 
zenship, however, and the 
actions could be reversed 
by a new president in two 
years. Officials said the 


eligible immigrants would 
not be entitled to federal 
benefits — including health 
care tax credits — under 
Obama’s plan. 

The 5 million estimate in¬ 
cludes extending depor¬ 
tation protections to par¬ 
ents and spouses of U.S. 
citizens and permanent 
residents who have been 
in the country for some 
years. The president also is 
likely to expand his 2-year- 
old program that protects 
young immigrants from 
deportation. The admin¬ 
istration had considered 
extending the executive 
action to parents of young 
immigrants covered under 
a 2012 Obama directive 
but immigration advocates 
said they did not expect 
them to be included in the 
final plan. 

Obama has said execu¬ 
tive action is necessary 
because a wide-ranging 
immigration bill passed 
the Senate last year, but 
stalled in the Republican- 
led House. 

Republicans have warned 
that unilateral action by 
Obama would only com¬ 
plicate prospects of Con¬ 
gress passing a compre¬ 
hensive immigration bill. 
After sweeping midterm 
elections this month, the 
Republicans will control 
both the Senate and the 
House when the new Con¬ 
gress takes over in January. 
Laying the groundwork for 
his actions, Obama invited 
18 Democratic members of 
the House and Senate — 
but no Republicans — to 
dinner at the White House 
Wednesday. 

House Speaker John Boeh- 


Man arrested near White 
House with gun in his car 


ALICIA A. CALDWELL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Secret Service arrested 
a man Wednesday after 
finding a hunting rifle, doz¬ 
ens of rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion and a knife in the trunk 
of his car parked near the 
White House. 

R.J. Kapheim, 41, was ar¬ 
rested on a charge of hav¬ 
ing an unregistered firearm. 


which is illegal in the U.S. 
capital city. 

Kapheim was arrested after 
he approached uniformed 
officers and explained that 
someone in the state of 
Iowa told him to drive to 
the White House. He later 
showed them to his car 
parked nearby and let of¬ 
ficers search the vehicle. 

It was unclear if Kapheim 
had a lawyer.Q 



Rep. Luis Gutierrez, D-lll., accompanied by United Farmer Workers President Arturo Rodriguez, 
speaks during a rally in front of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 19,2014, to urge 
President Barack Obama to move forward on executive action on immigration. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 

issue - and many others,” 
the spokesman, Michael 
Steel, said.Senate Demo¬ 
cratic leaders on Wednes¬ 
day took turns declaring 
their support for Obama's 
unilateral action, blaming 
Republican inaction for 
forcing Obama fo actO 


ner’s spokesman criticized 
Obama’s planned an¬ 
nouncement, noting that 
the president himself has 
said in fhe past that he is 
not “emperor” and is lim¬ 
ited in his ability to act on 
his own. 

“If ‘Emperor Obama' ig¬ 


nores the American people 
and announces an amnes¬ 
ty plan that he himself has 
said over and over again 
exceeds his constitutional 
authority, he will cement his 
legacy of lawlessness and 
ruin fhe chances for con¬ 
gressional action on this 



lb 


All you can eat Fajitas 
at Mexicado! 

Every Friday 


I 




I _ • } _ 

From 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

| % ^ 

Only $ 29 per person for chicken and beef fajitas, 

and includes a complimentary margarita. 



r, 


a 


HYATT 

REGENCYCj 


RESORT 


Not valid in qpmtoination withmther promotions. Hyatt mserves the right tg alter or withdraw this promotion at any time 
without notice. HYATT, Hyatt Hotels & Resorts® designs and related marks are trademarks-of'Hyatt Corporation ©2013 
Hyatt Corporation. All rights reserved. 


L 











THURSDAY 20 NOVEMBER 


ms. NEWS 


m 



EARLY SIR'D 

Appetizers, your choice between: 
Mix Salad t CeOior Salad / 

French Oniansaup 

Entrees, your choice between: 
Cotch of the tfoy t Filet Migran 
Chicken Breast t fettuciri Alfredo 

Dessert: Dome Blanche 


Daily from 
4 till 6:30 pin 

♦ 22 - 


& 


rte />33 ii iMs>r*=s 

“Tj 13 ^hllFMP 


Open from 4pm till 1D.45 pm - 7 days a weeK! 


Arawak Garden, Palm Beach Tot- )+297}- 506 3659 

vrvrvr.tishesandmore.com mrj n *ma 

Easy Parking— Night time Shopping iDIrTE 


Fjsh«_£zMi^ 




American Living: 


The Thrill of the Hunt for Discount Prices 


SALLY W. HERSHIPS 
© 2014 New York Times 

The Internet can tell us how 
long it takes to walk the 
length of the Great Wall 
of China (10 months), how 
many girlfriends George 
Clooney has had (lots) and 
even how many snow¬ 
flakes fall in a year (about 
a septillion). But consumers 
still can’t quickly and eas¬ 
ily compare prices for a 
leather purse (big enough 
to tote a laptop, please) 


or a 10-quart aluminum 
stockpot. 

Sure, thanks to aggregator 
sites like Orbitz and Cheap- 
tickets.com, comparisons 
of airline tickets are easy 
to come by. And there’s 
transparency of pricing on 
wholesale commodities 
like butter, eggs and sug¬ 
ar. But that leaves a vast 
middle ground untouched. 
There is no Kayak.com for 
teapots or women’s sweat¬ 
ers. 

Perhaps that is because 
nobody - neither consumer 
nor retailer - wants it. 

“We think we want all ac¬ 
cess, to know everything 


about everything in the 
consumer space,” said Kel¬ 
ly Goldsmith, an assistant 
professor of marketing at 
the Kellogg School of Man¬ 
agement at Northwestern 
University. “In reality, when 
we know everything about 
everything, it is exhaust¬ 
ing,” she said. 

Especially if consumers in¬ 
vestigate options on their 
own - from new to used, 
vendors local to national, 
warranty or no. Too much 


information. Goldsmith 
said, can decrease the 
odds of a consumer buy¬ 
ing anything. 

There is a psychological 
aspect to this, too. Finding 
deals can make people 
feel good. For some shop¬ 
pers, it’s about the thrill of 
the hunt. 

“When there’s something 
I’ve been eyeing and I 
see it go on sale, it’s like 
God just sort of put it there 
for me,” said Elise Ariel, a 
37-year-old legal assistant, 
as she shopped recently at 
Century 21 in Manhattan. 
“How do I feel about sales? 
Like a moth to a flame.” 


And while she admitted 
that shopping through a 
price aggregator site for 
a new pair of pumps, as 
she might for airline tick¬ 
ets, would be better from 
a practical standpoint, it 
would mean an end to her 
love affair with retail. “You 
come across something 
with a little red price tag 
on it in a bin of God knows 
what. You feel like it’s des¬ 
tiny.” 

Then there is the retailer's 


perspective. Consider 
what happened when 
Ron Johnson, former chief 
executive of J.C. Penney, 
committed to transparen¬ 
cy and predictability and 
decided the chain would 
stop running sales. Shop¬ 
pers waiting for the dopa¬ 
mine hit that comes with 
the unexpected opportu¬ 
nity for a bargain were dis¬ 
appointed, and customers 
fled in droves. 

Advertising discounts, 
deals and perceived steals 
are often how retailers 
get shoppers in the door 
in the first place, said Bar¬ 
bara Kahn, a professor of 


marketing at the Wharton 
School at the University of 
Pennsylvania. “If the sale 
wasn’t there, well, maybe 
they wouldn’t go to the 
store that day," she said. 
For discount chains, slash¬ 
ing prices is crucial and 
nearly constant. But for 
midrange retailers, the 
Lord & Taylors and Banana 
Republics of the shopping 
world, sales are meant to 
be special. Competing 
solely on price can lead to 
a downward spiral of ever- 
deeper discounts. 

“I don't think they want 
to get into this game that 
you can't win," Kahn said. 
“They’d rather compete 
on providing value to the 
customer.” 

Even if retailers agreed that 
transparent pricing should 
be more widely avail¬ 
able, comparing prices 
for multitudes of products 
would take a special kind 
of brain - one that loves 
spreadsheets or navigat¬ 
ing phone trees run by the 
Internal Revenue Service. 
“There are a limited num¬ 
ber of products where con¬ 
sumers have boiled down 
their understanding to 
such a limited set of factors 
that they can be confident 
truly shopping on price,” 
said Robert Haslehurst, the 
managing director of retail 
practice for L.E.K., a global 
management consulting 
firm. 

Take the humble T-shirt and 
its endless varieties. “The T- 
shirt from Wal-Mart and the 
T-shirt from the Gap aren’t 
the same T-shirt, and you 
need to be superexpert 
at the construction of T- 
shirts, and the shipping of 
T-shirts and the marketing 
of T-shirts in order to de¬ 
termine if one retailer was 
making extra margin off of 
you," said Joshua Pollack, 
an associate partner with 
the Parker Avery Group, a 
retail price consulting firm. 
Even if you do manage 
to sharpen your focus - to, 
say, a black, short-sleeve 


V-neck in a polyester blend 
- you will wonder why it 
costs what it does. 

Raw materials are also only 
one part of the equation, 
Haslehurst said. “There was 
the artist who designed it. 
There was the retailer you 
bought it from and the 
person who put it in front 
of you,” he said. “There's 
value in more than just the 
item. There's value in the 
distribution.” 

And then there is the vari¬ 
able that retailers rely on, 
that different shoppers 
are willing to pay differ¬ 
ent prices for the same 
product. Take the ever- 
changing price of a plane 
ticket. “One would think 
that I would pay the exact 
same price wherever I go,” 
Pollack said. “But because 
of this price discrimination 
capability you actually 
may not.” When the airline 
industry first began setting 
prices based on when cus¬ 
tomers bought tickets or 
how many seats were still 
left, customers were furi¬ 
ous, Pollack said. And they 
still are. “But despite the 
fact that customers hate 
the practice, it was so prof¬ 
itable for the travel indus¬ 
try, they just had to bear it 
out,” he said. 

It is unlikely. Pollack said, 
that consumers will see 
complete transparency 
of prices, mostly because 
comparing products is not 
always as easy as Apple 
iPhone to Apple iPhone. 

Tell that to Vivian Harrow, 
46, a human resources di¬ 
rector for a global beauty 
company, and odds are 
she won't mind. Harrow 
said she enjoyed browsing 
and scanning, but not on¬ 
line and not with an app. 
“It's no fun to go out, and 
go into a store, buy some¬ 
thing at retail, or buy some¬ 
thing where you know ev¬ 
ery place you go it’s going 
to be priced exactly the 
same,” she said. “There's 
no challenge in that. It’s 
just not as much fun.”Q 



Elise Ariel, a 37-year-old legal assistant who says that shopping through a price aggregator site 
might be practical, but that it would mean an end to her love affair with retail, shops at Century 
21 in New York, in November, 2014. Many aggregators do not compare prices of retail items like 
clothing because neither retailers nor shoppers really want them to. 

(Jennifer S. Altman/The New York Times) 
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American home construction drops 2.8% in October 
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In this Nov. 4, 2014 photo, construction continues on a boutique apartment building on the 
southeast corner of Florida Ave. and 14th Street NW, in Washington. Construction of new homes 
fell slightly in October after a big surge in the previous month, the Commerce Department 
reported Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014, but the weakness was largely driven by the volatile 
apartment sector. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais) 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
struction of new homes fell 
slightly in October after a 
big surge in the previous 
month, but the weakness 
was largely driven by the 
volatile apartment sector. 
Builders started construc¬ 
tion at a seasonally ad¬ 
justed annual rate of 1.009 
million last month, the 
Commerce Department 
reported Wednesday. That 
was a drop of 2.8 percent 
from September when 
construction had jumped 
7.8 percent to 1.038 million. 
The weakness stemmed 
from a 15.4 percent plunge 
in apartment construc¬ 
tion, a category that tends 
to have big swings from 
month to month. Construc¬ 
tion of single-family homes 
was up 4.2 percent, the 
third gain in the past four 
months. 

Applications for building 
permits, a good sign of fu¬ 
ture activity, rose 4.8 per¬ 
cent in October to 1.08 
million. 

While overall construction 
was down in October, ana¬ 
lysts said the weakness was 
confined to apartment 
building, which had seen a 
huge increase in Septem¬ 
ber. They noted upward 
revisions to overall activity 
in September and August 
and forecast further gains 
in the months ahead. 

“The improving trend 
should continue, support¬ 
ed by generally low rates 
... and strong job growth,” 
said Jennifer Lee, senior 
economist at BMO Capital 
Markets. 

Showing strength in Octo¬ 
ber was the South, which 
posted a 10.1 percent 
jump on construction 
starts. All other regions of 
the country recorded de¬ 
clines. Construction fell 
18.5 percent in the Mid¬ 


west, 16.4 percent in the 
Northeast and 10.9 per¬ 
cent in the West. 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral Reserve policy-mak¬ 
ers discussed a variety of 
economic threats at their 
October meeting — from 
turbulent financial mar¬ 
kets to overseas weakness 
— but decided to move 
forward with plans to end 
their landmark bond buy¬ 
ing program. 

Minutes of the Fed’s Oct. 
28-29 meeting released on 
Thursday showed that Fed 
officials grappled with a 
number of developments, 
from sharp moves in U.S. 
stock prices to increased 
signs of weakness in such 
key regions as Europe and 
Asia. They also expressed 
concern that inflation, 
which has been running 
below the Fed’s target of 2 
percent, could drift lower 


Solid employment gains, 
lower mortgage rates and 
somewhat easier lend- 


because of falling energy 
prices and a strengthening 
U.S. dollar. 

A number of board mem¬ 
bers noted that economic 
growth might be slower 
over the medium term 
than currently expected if 
foreign economic condi¬ 
tions or financial markets 
deteriorated significantly, 
the minutes said. But the 
officials also expressed 
confidence that the U.S. 
economy was on solid 
footing and expected to 
keep improving. 

The minutes showed that 
for a second meeting 
there was a debate over 
the language outlining 
the pace of interest rate 
hikes. Board members de¬ 
bated whether or not to 
remove language Fed of¬ 
ficials have used since the 
spring that they expected 


ing standards are likely to 
boost housing in coming 
months. At the same time. 


to keep a key short-term 
interest rate low for a 
"considerable time” after 
halting monthly bond pur¬ 
chases. 

The Fed decided to keep 
the “considerable time” 
wording because officials 
worried that its removal 
could be misinterpreted 
and cause markets to 
drive interest rates higher 
and harm the recovery. 
Private economists do not 
expect the Fed to begin 
raising interest rates until 
mid-2015 and nothing re¬ 
vealed by the discussion 
in the minutes was likely to 
alter their view. 

The minutes of the Oct. 
28-29 meeting were re¬ 
leased with the custom¬ 
ary three-week delay. At 
the October meeting the 
Fed announced that it 
was ending its bond buy- 


economists are concerned 
about price gains, which 
so far have been outpac¬ 
ing wage increases. 

Price increases have cut 
into affordability for would- 
be buyers, limiting sales 
growth for new homes and 
cutting into sales for exist¬ 
ing homes. 

But in an encouraging 
sign, U.S. homebuilders’ 
confidence rebounded in 
November as both sales 
expectations and buyer 
traffic improved. The Na¬ 
tional Association of Home 
Builders/Wells Fargo index 
rose to 58 this month, up 
from 54 in October. 

That puts the index just 
short of September’s read¬ 
ing of 59, which was the 
highest level since Novem¬ 
ber 2005, shortly before 
the housing bubble burst. 
Readings above 50 indi¬ 
cate more builders view 
sales conditions as good 
rather than poorO 


ing program, which it had 
been gradually reducing 
since last December. That 
program was aimed at 
keeping long-term interest 
rates low. 

The statement did drop 
a reference it had been 
making to a "significant 
underutilization’ of labor 
market resources. 

Instead, it said that improv¬ 
ing labor market indicators 
suggested that the “unde¬ 
rutilization” of labor market 
resources was “gradually 
diminishing.” The change 
was viewed as a sign that 
the Fed’s concerns about 
weakness in the labor mar¬ 
kets had lessened some¬ 
what. 

The central bank has kept 
its target for a key short¬ 
term rate at a record low 
near zero since December 
2008. □ 


Fed sees solid US economy, despite new threats 
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Up in the Air: 

JetBlue to add baggage fees on cheapest tickets 


DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer 

JetBlue will add bag fees 
and squeeze seats a bit 
closer together as it tries to 
boost profit. 


The airline said Wednesday 
that it will create three tick¬ 
et classes beginning in the 
first half of 2015, and only 
fhe top two include at least 
one free checked bag. 


Other big airlines have 
added fees on checked 
bags since 2008, when they 
needed money to cover 
rising fuel costs. In the first six 
months of this year, U.S. air¬ 


lines raised $1.7 billion from 
bag fees. JetBlue’s deci¬ 
sion will leave Southwest as 
the only major U.S. airline to 
let all passengers check a 
bag free. 


The changes seemed to 
please investors — shares 
of JetBlue Airways Corp. 
rose more than 4 percent. 
Analysts said they showed 
that incoming CEO Robin 
Hayes was sharply focused 
on boosting revenue and 
controlling costs. 

But some passengers 
complained that JetBlue 
was sacrificing perks that 
helped the airline win cus¬ 
tomer-satisfaction awards 
year after year. 

“Airline tickets are already 
expensive," said Maxwell 
Haddad, a real estate pro¬ 
fessional in New York and 
longtime JetBlue flier. Not 
charging for the first bag 
“was an extra level of kind¬ 
ness or service that JetBlue 
offered. They seemed to 
value customer service 
above and beyond other 
airlines." 

JetBlue executives de¬ 
clined to give prices but 
said they would fluctuate 
with demand. They said 
that fewer than half of Jet¬ 
Blue passengers check a 
bag.Q 



A man watches a JetBlue airplane take off from John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York. JetBlue Airways Corp. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014 said that it will create three ticket classes, and only the top two include at least one free checked bag. 
The company didn’t say what the bag fee would be for the cheapest flights. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


AP Exclusive: 

Why airfare keeps rising despite lower oil prices 


SCOTT MAYEROWITZ 
AP Airlines Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. air¬ 
lines are saving tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars every week 
because of lower prices 
for jet fuel, their largest ex¬ 
pense. So why don’t they 
share some of the savings 
with passengers? 

Simply put: Airlines have no 
compelling reason to offer 
any breaks. Planes are full. 
Investors want a payout. 
And new planes are on or¬ 
der. 

In fact, fares are going 
higher. And those bag 
fees fhat airlines instituted 
in 2008 when fuel prices 
spiked aren’t going away 
either. 

In the 12 months ended 
in September, U.S. air¬ 
lines saved $1.6 billion on jet 
fuel. Thaf helped them post 
a 5.7 percent profit margin 
in the first three quarters of 
this year, robust for fhe in¬ 
dustry but lagging behind 


the 10 percent average for 
fhe Standard & Poor's 500. 
In the past six years, air¬ 
lines have done a great 
job of adjusting the num¬ 
ber of flights to fall just 
short of demand. As a re¬ 
sult, those who want to fly 
will pay a premium to do 
so. Airlines are selling a re¬ 
cord 85.1 percent of their 
domestic seats. Thanks to 
several mega-mergers, four 
big airlines control the vast 
majority of flights, leaving 
very little room for anoth¬ 
er airline to undercut fares. 
With that in mind, here’s a 
closer look at what’s go¬ 
ing on with airfare and the 
price of jet fuel: 

— The average domes¬ 
tic airline ticket during the 
12-month period ending in 
September rose 3.5 percent 
to $372.21, according to an 
Associated Press analysis of 
dafa from fhe Airlines Re¬ 
porting Corp., which pro¬ 
cesses ticket transactions 


for airlines and travel agen¬ 
cies. That figure doesn’t in¬ 
clude another $56 in taxes 
and fees fhaf passengers 
pay. 

— In the 12-month pe¬ 
riod ending in September, 
U.S. airlines burned through 
nearly 16.2 billion gallons of 
fuel. They paid an average 
of $2.97 a gallon — down 
from $3.07 fhe prior year, 
according to the Bureau 
of Transportation Statistics. 
That 10-cent drop saved 
the industry $1.6 billion. Fuel 
prices have since fallen 
further. United Airlines es¬ 
timates it will pay $2.76 to 
$2.81 a gallon during the 
last three months of the 
year. 

— Put another way: U.S. air¬ 
lines burn through 311 mil¬ 
lion gallons of fuel in a 
week. Lower fuel prices are 
saving them $31 million a 
week. 

— Granted, with 753 mil¬ 
lion passengers carried last 


year that averages out to 
a savings of $2.15 for each 
leg of a trip a passenger 
takes: $4.30 on a roundtrip 
non-stop ticket or $8.60 on 
a roundtrip connecting itin¬ 
erary. 

— Fuel accounts for 34 
percent of an airline’s op¬ 
erating costs. The non-fuel 
costs include salaries and 
benefits, lease payments 
on airplanes, maintenance 
and fees for landing af air¬ 
ports. That doesn’t include 
the cost of reservation sys¬ 
tems, marketing or food 
and drinks. 

— Airlines are also reinvest¬ 
ing in their planes, airport 
terminals and computers. 
In the first nine months of 
fhis year, U.S. carriers spent 
$10.2 billion on capital im¬ 
provements, according to 
the industry's trade and 
lobbying group. Airlines for 
America. That more than 
$1 billion a month, the high¬ 
est pace since the 9/11 ter¬ 


rorist attacks. 

— Airlines are on the larg¬ 
est jet-buying spree in the 
history of aviafion, order¬ 
ing more fhan 10,000 new 
planes with manufactur¬ 
ers Airbus and Boeing in 
the past five years. Those 
orders are for new, fuel ef¬ 
ficient planes. A temporary 
drop in oil prices shouldn't 
slow that process. New jets 
last 15 to 20 years and the 
buying is driven by cheap 
credit almost as much as 
high oil prices. 

— Money is also going 
back to investors. Ameri¬ 
can Airlines this year paid 
its first dividend in 34 years, 
while Delta Air Lines re¬ 
stored its payout last year. 
Southwest Airlines, which 
has paid a dividend for 
more fhan 37 years, boost¬ 
ed its payout by 50 percent 
this spring. The airlines are 
all also buying back large 
amounts of their own 
stockO 
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German diplomat meets Putin on Ukraine 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right, and Foreign Minister Frank Walter Steinmeier arrive for 
the weekly cabinet meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, Nov. 19,2014. The 
reflections on the right site are from metal coffee cans on the cabinet desk. 

(AP Photo/Markus Schreiber) 


signed in the Minsk in Sep¬ 
tember and to say “where 
Russia can make its contri¬ 
bution." He said little about 
how his meeting with Pu¬ 
tin went, but Steinmeier's 
spokesman, Martin Schae¬ 
fer, said “the atmosphere 
of the talks was serious and 
frank.” 

As long as there is no agree¬ 
ment on a “line of engage¬ 


ment” between the two 
sides in eastern Ukraine, 
“we will not make any 
progress on other questions 
that are also part of the 
Minsk agreement,” Stein¬ 
meier said. 

He said he made clear that 
the situation on the ground 
needs to be addressed to 
avoid further escalation 
— “whether that has con¬ 


sequences, we will see in 
two or three weeks at the 
latest." 

Putin’s meeting with Stein¬ 
meier follows a lengthy 
encounter with Chancel¬ 
lor Angela Merkel at the 
Group of 20 summit in Aus¬ 
tralia over the weekend. 
Merkel later accused Rus¬ 
sia of undermining peace 
across Europe. 


UAE criticizes report on dissent crackdown 


Suicide bomber 
hits Iraq Kurdish 
city, four killed 

BRAM JANSSEN 
Associated Press 
IRBIL, Iraq (AP) — A sui¬ 
cide car bomber struck in 
the heart of the northern 
Iraqi Kurdish city of Irbil on 
Wednesday, killing at least 
four people, a spokesman 
said. No group immedi¬ 
ately claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for the midday attack 
near the ancient citadel 
in Irbil, capital of the semi- 
autonomous Kurdish region 
in northern Iraq, though it 
bore the hallmarks of the 
Islamic State group. 

Irbil has remained mostly 
calm but it lies close to 
the front-lines in Iraq’s war 
against the Sunni militant 
group. The city has taken in 
thousands of refugees who 
fled the extremists’ summer 
blitz that captured large 
swaths of northern and 
western Iraq, as well as a 
third of neighboring Syria. 
Three of the four people 
killed in Wednesday’s ex¬ 
plosion were guards, said 
Hamza Hamid, a spokes¬ 
man for fhe Irbil governor. 
The Iraqi Kurdish health 
ministry reported at least 22 
were wounded. 

Hamid said the attack took 
place “right in front of the 
main entrance of the build¬ 
ing of Irbil governorate,” 
which is near the citadel. 
Mayor Nawzad Hadi told 
the state-run Rudaw TV 
channel that the bomber 
tried to enter the citadel 
grounds but failed, so he 
detonated his explosives- 
laden car outside the com¬ 
plex. The mayor said prop¬ 
erties in the area suffered 
significant damage but it 
was unclear if the citadel, 
claimed to be one of the 
world’s longest continu¬ 
ously inhabited landmarks, 
was damaged. 


GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — After meet¬ 
ing with Russia's president, 
Germany’s foreign minister 
said that a de-escalation of 
the conflict in Ukraine ap¬ 
pears far off and reinforced 
calls for a demarcation line 
between rebel and gov¬ 
ernment forces in eastern 
Ukraine to be made a pri¬ 
ority. 

Minister Frank-Walter Stein¬ 
meier met for more than an 
hour late Tuesday with Pres¬ 
ident Vladimir Putin during 
a visit to Moscow, hours af¬ 
ter meeting the Ukrainian 
leadership in Kiev. The invi¬ 
tation to the Kremlin came 
at the last minute, adding 
to a previously scheduled 
meeting with Russian For¬ 
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov. 
“We are, as things stand, 
unfortunately still a long 
way from a sustainable de- 
escalation of the conflict 
and even further from a 
political solution,” Steinmei¬ 
er told reporters in Berlin. 
Steinmeier said he used the 
opportunity in Moscow to 
set out priorities in imple¬ 
menting the much-violat¬ 
ed cease-fire agreement 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — The United 
Arab Emirates on Wednes¬ 
day criticized a new Am¬ 
nesty International report 
as “one-sided” and “in¬ 
accurate” for describing 
fhe country's arrest and 
prosecution of more than 
100 people as an “unprec¬ 
edented clampdown on 
dissent." 

Amnesty said in its nearly 


80-page report released 
Tuesday that activists who 
called for reform in 2011 
were subjected to ill-treat¬ 
ment and torture. It said 
confessions made under 
duress were then used as 
evidence in “unfair” trials. 
The report included re¬ 
sponses from the UAE gov¬ 
ernment. 

In its statement Wednes¬ 
day, the UAE Foreign Minis¬ 
try said those arrested were 
not peaceful activists but 


people aligned with the 
Muslim Brotherhood group 
who tried to topple the rul¬ 
ing system. It said defen¬ 
dants were given due pro¬ 
cess. 

The UAE branded the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood and more 
than 80 other organizations 
as “terrorist groups” over 
the weekend. 

Included on that list is the 
Islamist al-lslah group, be¬ 
lieved to have ties to the 
Brotherhood. Nearly 70 de¬ 


fendants with alleged links 
to al-lslah were convicted 
in the UAE and given prison 
sentences ranging from 
seven fo 15 years. They 
were accused of seeking 
fo seize power. 

The UAE, which does nof 
have polifical parties and is 
governed by rulers who in¬ 
herit their power, perceives 
the Brotherhood and its 
supporters as a threat due 
to their political activism. 
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Military officer named interim PM in Burkina Faso 


HERVE TAOKO 
ALAN COWELL 
© 2014 New York Times 
OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina 
Faso - The military officer 
who seized power in Burki¬ 
na Faso after the ouster of 
President Blaise Compaore 
late last month was named 
Wednesday as prime minis¬ 
ter in a transitional govern¬ 
ment intended to steer the 
country to elections within 
a year. 


Lt. Col. Isaac Zida, 49, a 
senior officer in the presi¬ 
dential guard, emerged as 
the country's army-backed 
leader after angry crowds 
burned down Parliament 
and rampaged through 
the streets to protest Com- 
paore’s plan to change the 
constitution and extend his 
27-year rule. 

Zida announced that he 
was suspending the con¬ 
stitution and taking over as 


Compaore, who had come 
to power as an army officer 
in a coup in 1987, fled to 
neighboring Ivory Coast. 
The military's move met 
with opposition from West¬ 
ern countries, including the 
United States, and from the 
African Union, the conti¬ 
nent’s main representative 
body, which threatened 
to impose sanctions unless 
power was returned to civil¬ 
ians. 


Early Monday, facing a 
deadline from the African 
Union for the military to 
withdraw, a panel of po¬ 
litical, military, religious, tra¬ 
ditional and other leaders 
agreed to appoint Michel 
Kafando, 72, a former for¬ 
eign minister and onetime 
U.N. ambassador, as inter¬ 
im president. 

Before Zida's new status 
was announced Wednes¬ 
day, news reports said, mili¬ 


tary officers had depicted 
his potential appointment 
as a trade-off for the army's 
agreement to name a civil¬ 
ian as transitional president. 
Earlier reports had de¬ 
scribed Kafando as the 
military's choice for interim 
head of state, suggest¬ 
ing that the army would 
still wield powerful influ¬ 
ence despite apparent 
gains by advocates of 
democracy.Q 


Egypt backs Gulf unity agreement with Qatar 


SARAH EL DEEB 
ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — After a re¬ 
quest from the Saudi mon¬ 
arch, Egypt on Wednes¬ 
day vowed to support a 
reconciliation agreement 
between its Gulf patrons 
and Qatar aimed at eas¬ 
ing regional tensions linked 
to Doha’s support for Is¬ 
lamist groups, including the 
Muslim Brotherhood. 

The tensions, which are 
also connected to Saudi- 
Qatari competition for 
influence among Syrian 
rebel groups, escalated 
following last year's over¬ 
throw of Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Mohammed Morsi’s 
Brotherhood-backed gov¬ 
ernment. 

Qatar gave billions of dol¬ 
lars in aid to Morsi’s govern¬ 
ment before it was over¬ 
thrown by the military amid 
massive protests against his 
yearlong rule. 

Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf states have since 
stepped in with billions of 
dollars in aid for the mili¬ 


tary-backed government. 
The UAE and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia perceive the Brother¬ 
hood as a threat because 


group.” 

Details of the Gulf agree¬ 
ment, which also involved 
Kuwait, the United Arab 


to seek with us the success 
of this step in the march 
of Arab solidarity,” King 
Abdullah said in his first 


Egyptian President Abdel- 
Fattah el-Sissi's office im¬ 
mediately responded, 
saying that Egypt would 
spare no effort “to support 
its brothers." It called on re¬ 
gional opinion leaders and 
journalists to help “heal 
the rift.” Saudi Arabia, the 
UAE and Bahrain had with¬ 
drawn their ambassadors 
from Qatar in March after 
Egypt recalled its envoy. 
Qatar has long been ac¬ 
cused of using the Doha- 
based Al-Jazeera as a 
mouthpiece for the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood and other 
Islamist groups, allega¬ 
tions denied by the news 
network. An Egyptian 
court sentenced three Al- 
Jazeera English journalists 
to at least seven years in 
prison and shut down the 
network’s offices in Cairo. 
Following several rounds of 
high-level talks and months 
of pressure, Qatar recently 
expelled top Brotherhood 
figures who had been 
based there. Egypt had 
wanted some handed 
over for inciting violence^ 


k 
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People chant slogans to commemorate the 2011 clashes known as the Mohammed Mahmoud 
Battle on the street where the clashes were named after, in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
2014. The protesters were attempting to commemorate the third anniversary of one of the most 
brutal confrontations with security forces since the 2011 uprising. 

(AP Photo/Ahmed Abd El-Latif) 

of its political activism. Emirates and Bahrain, have public comments since 
Both countries, as well as not been made public. the Sunday accord. His re- 
Egypt’s new leadership, “I appeal to the people marks were carried by the 
have branded it a “terrorist and leadership of Egypt Saudi Press Agency. 


Fracas puts Hong Kong protests in difficult light 


MICHAEL FORSYTHE 
ALAN WONG 
© 2014 New York Times 
HONG KONG - The most vi¬ 
olent clashes between pro¬ 
democracy demonstrators 
and the police here in a 
month have underscored 
the difficulty authorities 
face in evicting people 
from the barricaded tent 
cities that have blocked 
some of the city’s busiest 
streets since late Septem¬ 
ber. 

Tuesday night and Wednes¬ 
day morning, dozens of 


demonstrators attempted 
to break into Hong Kong’s 
legislature, using metal bar¬ 
ricades as ramrods to smash 
through doors and windows 
of reinforced glass. Police 
arrested at least six people 
for assaulting officers and 
causing "criminal damage” 
to property. Student groups 
and pro-democracy law¬ 
makers joined the police in 
criticizing the participants 
in the assault, condemning 
the use of violence. 

The incident occurred hours 
after bailiffs, aided by po¬ 


lice, began enforcing court 
injunctions to clear some 
roads. Student demonstra¬ 
tors Tuesday put up no re¬ 
sistance as part of a road 
in the Admiralty district, di¬ 
rectly across from the legis¬ 
lature, was opened to traf¬ 
fic. Several protesters said it 
was time to end the dem¬ 
onstrations, which have 
failed to win any conces¬ 
sions from either the Hong 
Kong government or the 
central authorities in Beijing. 
But some demonstrators 
are frustrated with the strat¬ 


egy of nonviolence advo¬ 
cated by the lawmakers, 
academics and students 
who first conceived of the 
sit-in protests as a way to 
pressure the Hong Kong 
and Beijing governments to 
allow free elections in the 
former British colony. 

On Aug. 31, China’s legisla¬ 
ture set strict rules for elec¬ 
tions for Hong Kong’s top 
leader, the chief executive, 
that pro-democracy advo¬ 
cates say guarantee that 
only people loyal to the 
Communist government in 


Beijing will be allowed to 
appear on the ballot. That 
put into motion the dem¬ 
onstrations that erupted a 
month later. 

"If we keep sitting here, 
doing nothing, nothing’s 
going to change,” said 
one 23-year-old man who 
said he had helped smash 
windows at the Legislative 
Council. 

A worker at a Japanese 
noodle shop, he called 
himself Kuroros, declining to 
give his real name because 
he feared arrest.Q 
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Police officials say Miss Honduras, sister apparently killed 


FREDDY CUEVAS 
ALBERTO ARCE 
Associated Press 
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — Two bodies be¬ 
lieved to belong to Miss 
Honduras 2014 and her 
sister have been found 
buried near the spa where 
they disappeared six days 
ago, the Honduras Na¬ 
tional Police director said 
Wednesday. 

Authorities were awaiting 
confirmation from foren¬ 
sic officials that the victims 
are Maria Jose Alvarado, 
19, and her sister, Sofia, 23, 
said Gen. Ramon Sabillon. 
Sabillon said Sofia’s boy¬ 
friend, Plutarco Ruiz, con¬ 
fessed to killing the sisters 
and led authorities to the 
bodies buried in a river 
bank in a mountainous 
area of Santa Barbara, 
about 240 miles (400 kilo¬ 
meters) west of Tegucigal¬ 
pa. 

They were found near La 
Aguagua spa, where they 
had gone Thursday to cel¬ 
ebrate Ruiz’s birthday. 

Both women, who grew up 
in the area, were shot to 
death and appeared to 
have been killed the night 
they disappeared, Sabillon 
said. 

“They were not very as¬ 
tute about assessing the 
people around them. They 
were just friendly,” the sis¬ 
ters’ mother, Teresa Mu¬ 
noz, told Televicentro. 

“They were taken out by 
people they hadn’t known 
very long.” 

An alleged accomplice, 
Aris Maldonado, was also 
being held. Sabillon said 
the two men buried the 
bodies near the river in 
hopes that they would de¬ 
compose quickly. 

He said Ruiz apparently 
shot his girlfriend, Sofia, be¬ 
cause she was dancing 
with another man. After a 
fierce argument, he pulled 
out a pistol and fired at So¬ 


fia first, then at Maria Jose 
as she tried to flee. The 
beauty queen was shot at 
least twice in the back, Sa¬ 
billon said. 

Munoz said Ruiz called her 
the following morning, act¬ 
ing nervous and claiming 
the young women had left 
the party in a car with some 
other people. 

Maria Jose Alvarado was 
crowned Miss Honduras in 
April and was expected to 
compete in the Miss World 
Pageant in London next 
month. She was supposed 
to have left for London this 
week. A pageant represen¬ 
tative said Honduras would 
not compete in the contest 
this year, given the trag¬ 
edy. 

Honduras, overrun with 
streets gangs and drug 
trafficking, has the highest 
murder rate in the world for 
a country not at war, with 
an estimated 90 to 95 kill¬ 
ings per 100,000 people. It 
is one of Latin America’s 
poorest countries and ear¬ 
lier this year was the main 
source of a surge in unac¬ 
companied minors migrat¬ 
ing to the United States, 
many to escape the vio- 



In this April 26, 2014 photo, Maria Jose Alvarado is crowned the 
new Miss Honduras in San Pedro, Sula, Honduras. Two bodies 
believed to belong Alvarado and her sister have been found 
buried near the spa where they disappeared six days ago, the 
Honduras National Police director said Wednesday. 

(AP Photo) 


lence. 

Women and girls are in¬ 
creasingly fleeing Hon¬ 
duras and other Central 
American nations after be¬ 
ing kidnapped or raped, 
with many of them seeking 
asylum in the United States. 
Alvarado had also worked 
as a model on the game 
program “El Show X O da 
Dinero” of television per¬ 
sonality and former presi¬ 
dential candidate Salva¬ 
dor Nasrallah. He said he 
was very saddened by the 
news. 

“A lot of girls die this way, 
but because they’re not 
famous, it doesn’t get the 
attention and the crimes 
go unpunished,” Nasral¬ 
lah said. “She was a girl of 
good principles who fell 
into a trap, a game with 
guns, and ended up a vic¬ 
tim of a violent system.” 

In the South American na¬ 
tion of Venezuela, which 
also suffers from high crime, 
a former Miss Venezuela 
and popular soap-opera 
actress, Monica Spear, was 
killed along with her hus¬ 
band during a robbery in 
January while she was visit¬ 
ing her homelandO 


Venezuelan leader uses expiring decree powers 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro has enact¬ 
ed a slew of new laws as his 
emergency powers expire. 
During a four-hour speech 
on national television, 
Maduro used decree pow¬ 
ers Tuesday to activate 28 
new measures, including a 
luxury tax, a vice tax and 
the establishment of new 
economic development 
zones. 

The National Assembly 
granted Maduro the au¬ 
thority to pass laws without 
consulting lawmakers last 


year. The powers, which 
expired Wednesday, were 
supposed to allow him to 
go after the businesses the 
ruling socialist party ac¬ 
cuses of sabotaging Latin 
America’s biggest oil econ¬ 
omy. 

But things have only gotten 
worse for Venezuela’s rav¬ 
aged economy. The coun¬ 
try continues to grapple 
with chronic shortages, suf¬ 
fers from the world’s highest 
inflation, and is now seen 
by some as on the verge of 
default. 

Decree powers were a 
favorite tool of Maduro’s 
mentor, the late President 


Hugo Chavez, who used 
them to promulgate doz¬ 
ens of laws that dramati¬ 
cally boosted state control 
over the economy. Law¬ 
makers granted Chavez 
the expanded author¬ 
ity four times, despite the 
outcry of opponents, who 
called the power to rule by 
decree a thinly-disguised 
power grab. 

But unlike the charismatic 
Chavez, who had near¬ 
absolute command over 
his party, Maduro has con¬ 
fronted growing doubts 
about his leadership during 
his 1 V 2 years in power. His 
approval ratings now stand 


at 30 percent. 

On Tuesday, Maduro de¬ 
clared extra taxes on al¬ 
coholic beverages and 
cigarettes, decreed a 15 
percent tax on luxury items 
like yachts and expensive 
cars, and said that a $4 bil¬ 
lion loan from China would 
be added to the country’s 
international reserves. 

He also said he would ad¬ 
just rules governing foreign 
investment to “allow us to 
attract the investment the 
country needs in the public 
and private sector for the 
development of our priority 
projects.”□ 
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Cuba says doctor catches Ebola in Sierra Leone 


ANNE GARCIA 
M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — A mem¬ 
ber of the 165-member 
medical team Cuba sent 
to fight Ebola in Sierra Le¬ 
one caught the disease 
when he rushed to help 
a patient who was falling 
over, his brother told The 
Associated Press Wednes¬ 
day. 

Dr. Felix Baez Sarria is being 
treated by British doctors in 
Africa but he will be trans¬ 
ferred to a special unit in 
Geneva at the recommen¬ 
dation of the World Health 
Organization, medical offi¬ 
cials said. 

The Swiss government said 
Wednesday that Baez 
would be brought during 
the next 48 hours for medi¬ 
cal treatment in Geneva. 
It said a private American 
airline had been hired for 
the flight and the treat¬ 
ment would take place in 
a special room that is iso¬ 
lated from the outpatient 
and treatment units at the 
city's University Hospital. 
Baez was a military doctor 
who worked in the Havana 
army hospital where U.S. 
contractor Alan Gross has 
been held for nearly five 
years, his older brother, Mi¬ 
chel Gutierrez Sarria, told 
the AP. 

Gutierrez said he has not 
been in direct contact 
with his brother since he fell 
ill, but the family has been 
told the doctor, a mar¬ 
ried father of two, caught 
Ebola when he saw a sick 


ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 

JOSHUA GOODMAN 

Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) 

Colombians largest reb¬ 
el group energetically 
defended negotiations 
aimed at ending a half- 
century insurgency even 
as those talks hung in the 
balance following the reb¬ 
els’ surprise capture of an 
army general. 

President Juan Manuel 
Santos suspended the talks 
after the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colom¬ 
bia captured Gen. Ruben 
Dario Alzate and two oth¬ 
ers as they traveled on a 


person toppling over and 
his “instinct to help" kicked 
in, apparently prompting 
him to violate the strict 
protocols designed to pro¬ 
tect medical workers from 
Ebola. 

“He saw someone who 
was falling, and went to 
help them and it seems like 


remote river in western Co¬ 
lombia over the weekend. 
On the second anniversary 
of the start of talks, FARC 
commander best known 
by his alias Ivan Marquez 
said the biggest achieve¬ 
ment so far is a growing 
sense of reconciliation 
among Colombians. 

But progress is being un¬ 
dermined by the guerrillas’ 
latest actions, which have 
infuriated Colombian of¬ 
ficials. In addition to the 
capture of Alzate, a U.S.- 
trained general who over¬ 
saw a counterinsurgency 
task force, FARC members 
in the past two weeks have 


Leone — had gotten Ebola 
as of earlier this month. The 
World Health Organization 
says 102 out of the 128 in Si¬ 
erra Leone have died. 
While doctors and nurses 
can protect themselves 
with gear such as aprons, 
masks, glove and boots, 
the gear must be care- 


captured two soldiers dur¬ 
ing a firefight in northeast¬ 
ern Colombia and have 
killed two Indians. 

Yielding to rebels’ demand 
for a bilateral cease-fire 
would be political suicide 
for Santos, who has long 
rejected such an option 
amid criticism from con¬ 
servative opponents and 
military officials who say it 
would allow the guerrillas 
to regroup after a decade 
of heavy battlefield losses. 
Statements by rebel lead¬ 
ers in Havana suggest they 
want a quick solution to 
the impasse. The two sides 
have already agreed on 


respect his decision.” 

Cuba won global praise for 
sending at least 256 medi¬ 
cal workers to Sierra Leone, 
Liberia and Guinea to help 
treat Ebola patients. State 
officials have emphasized 
the medics’ high state of 
readiness for the mission, 
saying the doctors, nurses 


wide-reaching agree¬ 
ments on agrarian reform, 
political participation for 
the FARC and how to joint¬ 
ly combat illicit drugs in 
what was long the world’s 
largest cocaine producer. 
Marquez said Wednesday 
that it’s up to the FARC’s 
military commander in 
Colombia’s jungles, who is 
known as Timochenko, to 
decide Alzate’s fate. Still, 
he said he trusted that the 
International Red Cross 
and the peace process’ in¬ 
ternational guarantors, in¬ 
cluding Cuba and Norway, 
could play a role in secur¬ 
ing his release if neededO 


LATIN BRIEFS 

Colombia girl’s 
father had her 
ingest cocaine 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — 

An 11-year-old girl is in criti¬ 
cal condition after doctors 
removed from her stomach 
104 cocaine-filled capsules 
her father made her swal¬ 
low to smuggle drugs to Eu¬ 
rope, police said Wednes¬ 
day. Officers are hunting 
for the girl's father, who 
was seen on closed circuit 
television rushing Monday 
into an emergency room 
in Cali with his daughter 
in his arms, then leaving 
coolly minutes later. The 
capsules contained about 
a half-kilogram (more than 
a pound) of narcotics, po¬ 
lice said. Police raided the 
man’s home and say they 
found a plane ticket to Ma¬ 
drid in the girl’s name. “In 
30 years of service I’ve seen 
all kinds of strategies to 
smuggle drugs but nothing 
as reprehensible as this,” 
Gen. Hoover Penilla, com¬ 
mander of the Cali police, 
told The Associated Press.Q 

Jailed leader in 
Venezuela to 
protest his trial 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Jailed Venezuelan op¬ 
position leader Leopoldo 
Lopez says he will skip his 
own trial to draw attention 
to a United Nations request 
for his freedom. Lopez gave 
an impassioned speech in 
court Tuesday saying he 
would waive his right to be 
present at hearings until 
an appeals court rules on 
whether to comply with 
U.N. calls for his freedom. 
The U.N. Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detentions and 
the body’s top human rights 
official have urged his re¬ 
lease. Last week, the judge 
overseeing Lopez’s case 
ruled that the U.N. find¬ 
ing was nonbinding, and 
merely a statement in favor 
of Lopez. His lawyers imme¬ 
diately appealed. Lopez 
has been jailed since Feb¬ 
ruary for his role in the street 
demonstrations that shook 
the socialist country earlier 
this year. He faces charges 
of inciting violence.Q 



Nurse Dalila Martinez, trainer of the Cuban medical team sent to Sierra Leone, washes her 
gloved hands during a practice drill at a training camp, in Havana, Cuba. A member of the 
165-member team caught Ebola when he rushed to help a patient who was falling over, his 
brother told The Associated Press Wednesday, November 19, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Ladyrene Perez, Cubadebate) 
fully and methodically re- and support staff received 


that’s how he got contami¬ 
nated,” Gutierrez said. 
Ebola is spread through 
direct contact with the 
bodily fluids of sick patients 
— including blood, feces 
and urine. Health work¬ 
ers have been particularly 
vulnerable to contracting 
the virus because of their 
proximity to the sick. At 
least 570 health care work¬ 
ers — including 128 in Sierra 


moved to avoid contami¬ 
nation. A small mistake 
can prove fatal if the fluids 
on the protective clothing 
touche a doctor or nurse’s 
skin. 

“We know he’s stable and 
what we want is for him to 
get better,” Gutierrez said. 
“My brother knew the risks 
of going to Sierra Leone 
but he stepped up and we 


weeks of instruction in 
protective measures and 
equipment. 

Once in Africa, the Cubans 
got two to three weeks of 
additional training before 
heading into the field. They 
were to be quarantined 
in Africa for weeks at the 
end of their six-month mis¬ 
sion before returning to 
Cuba.Q 


Rebels back Colombia peace talks after capture 
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Aruba Says ‘Masha Danki’ to Our Loyal Island Visitors! 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Authority 
honored several loyal island 
guests as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors and Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sadors at Divi Village. 

The symbolic honorary titles 
are presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba be¬ 
tween 10-and-20 consecu¬ 
tive years. All the honorees 
are members of Divi Village 
and have been enjoying 
the island every year. 

The honorees are Joseph 




Haberkorn of New Jersey, 
Heather Hull of New Jersey, 
Garry and Claudia Hull of 
New Jersey, Clarence and 
Victoria Reinstra of New 
Jersey, Robert and Jo-Ann 
Haberkorn of New Jersey, 
and Robert and Mary-Ann 
Piroha of New York! 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Ms. Darline S. de 


Cuba representing Aruba 
Tourism Authority together 
with Mrs. Gloria Devo, who 
conducted the ceremony 
held at Divi Village. 

The top reasons for return¬ 
ing provided by the honor¬ 
ees were the Fantastic Sun¬ 
sets, Beautiful Blue Ocean, 
Friendly Aruban Hospitality 
and the Local Restaurants! 
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De Palm Island Introduces Exciting New Power Snorkel! 



BALASHI - De Palm Island 
has long been one of the 
best places to snorkel in 
Aruba and now with the 
introduction of Power 
Snorkeling the experience 
is enhanced to a whole 
new level. The Power Snor¬ 
kel allows guests to float 
and maneuver effortlessly 
through the water with a 


is held by hand in 
front of you and 
pulls you through 
the water. Ben¬ 
efits are that you 
don’t have to use 
your legs for swim¬ 
ming and you can 
cover a larger snor¬ 
kel area allowing 
you spend all your 
time enjoying the 
reef and fish. The 
sea scooter deliv¬ 
ers speed of up to 
2.5 mph and is light 
enough to carry in 
one hand. 

The coral reef at 
De Palm Island is 
one of Aruba's 
most spectacular snorkel 
sites and well known for its 
many Blue Parrotfish. Power 
Snorkel Guided Tours are 
organized daily (except 
Sundays) in the morning 
and afternoonso make 
sure to sign up the moment 
you book your entrance or 
after arrival on De Palm Is- 


sea scooter which 


land. 

Power Snorkel can be 
booked as an additional 
activity to De Palm Island, 
Aruba’s only all-inclusive 
destination at an afford¬ 
able all-inclusive price. 
Whether you are a family 
looking for a day of fun and 
adventure together or a 
couple seeking to escape 
the hustle and bustle of the 
busy beach area for some 
relaxation and pampering, 
this island offers something 
for everyone! Just bring 
your towel, swimwear and 
camera and enjoy. A day 
at De Palm Island includes 
alcoholic and non-alco¬ 
holic beverages, breakfast 
and lunch buffet, beaches 
and beach chairs, pala- 
pas, unlimited banana 
boat rides, a waterpark, 
snorkeling and much more. 
For more details about 
Power Snorkel visit De Palm 
Tours Concierge and Ac¬ 
tivity Desk in your hotel or 
www.depalmtours.com. T.: 
(+297) 522-45000 




Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 





ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Visit Sandbar: So Many Different Ways to Enjoy! 



PALM BEACH - SANDBAR 
held the first “Experience 
Sand” event recently, 
showcasing all of the awe¬ 
some specials and Happy 
Hour Events and services 
they now offer for their 
guests enjoyment! Guests 
were introduced to a va¬ 
riety of the fun and excit¬ 
ing offerings now regularly 
found at Sandbar: Come 


and check it out! 

FRANK EVENT: Start your 
weekend with FRANK, 
Sandbar's ‘Friday After¬ 
noon Drink’ Happy Hour ev¬ 
ery Friday from 6pm- 8pm. 
Here you can enjoy the $2 
Beer or $3 Mixed Drinks ac¬ 
companied by free chick¬ 
en wings, mozzarella sticks 
and meatballs - this is the 
best way on the island to 


kick off your 
weekend! 
CHILLOUT KA¬ 
RAOKE: Every 
Monday Sand¬ 
bar has their fa¬ 
mous karaoke 
night. All songs 
available - if it 
has a karaoke 
version they’ve 
got it! Many 
hidden talents 
are discovered 
every Monday, 
starting at 8pm! 
THE CUTTING 
OF THE WA¬ 
TERMELON: 
This mini event 
happens on Friday during 
“FRANK”. This watermelon is 
infused with alcohol. A bot¬ 
tle of alcohol is inserted up¬ 
side down in a hole cut into 
the watermelon and left in 
the cooler for 2 days while 
the watermelon absorbs 
all the alcohol content. 
Sandbar then cuts the wa¬ 
termelon into pieces and 


serves it to guests for free! 
FISHBOWL SPECIAL: Every 
day Sandbar has a differ¬ 
ent Fishbowl Special. Your 
favorite drink in a fishbowl 
totaling 40oz. for only $20. 
2-FOR-l SPECIAL: 

Everyday starting at 9pm till 
10pm Sandbar has 2-for-l 
on all drinks. Saturday they 
also host this happy hour 
from 12am till lam. 

Zulijma Peasch, working at 
the Talk of the Town Aruba 
hotel told us “I had fun at 
‘Experience Sand.' The 


sound was great (not too 
loud). The ambiance was 
very sexy with beautiful 
waitresses that constantly 
checked if everything was 
ok with us, thumbs up for 
the amazing service. Kara¬ 
oke was very good, funny 
and entertaining. 

The highlight of the night 
for me was the watermel¬ 
on, never tasted some¬ 
thing that great before! I 
had a lot of fun. I am defi¬ 
nitely recommending Sand 
Bar.'O 
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At Alhambra Casino 


Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


Baskin Robbins • Dunkin Donuts 
Fusion Piano 3 Wine Bar 
Juan Valdsz Cate * Subway * H Glass 
Shalom Body and Soul Spa 
Holly wo ad Smokehouse 
Hungry Piranha - Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Tirner Boutique 
The Lazy Lizard * The Martel 




CASINO AND SHOPS 
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about our Special Price 
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Aruba-Activc.-~'ac chti 

Tel 506 0909 


Located Va mile past the Ritz Carlton Hotel 


(Blue trailers, colored flags) 


Aruba's Marine Biologist, Byron Boekhoudt's 
Top 10 reasons why you should eat lionfish... 



1. Lionfish is healthy for 
you. 

2. Lionfish is tasty, like 
snapper and grouper. The 
tender white meat goes 
well with various season¬ 
ings. 

3. You help the envi¬ 
ronment and it feels good 
to do good. 

4. It is the new deli¬ 
cacy. 

5. It is the new natural 
Viagra, an aphrodisiac for 
that extra umphf you were 
looking for. 

6. It is higher in Ome¬ 
ga 3 essential oils which 
are good for the body 
and makes you live longer, 
healthier and happier. 

7. It gives you lionfish 
spiny power. 

8. It is a most tender 


meat found in our waters. 

9. You just need to 
try new things once in a 
while... 

10. By doing so you 
help the Lionfish patrol 
keep our reefs healthy so 
future generations can en¬ 
joy them too. 

Save the Date! On Novem¬ 
ber 30, 2014 from 6pm - 


8pm the Aruba Marine Park 
Foundation and Aruba 
Wine and Dine will sponsor 
a Lionfish and Wine Tasting 
Event upstairs from Hadicu- 
ari Restaurant in the Nos 
Clubhuis. Chefs will prepare 
tasty Lionfish dishes and will 
share their recipes. Wine 
will be sponsored by Romar 
Trading.Q 










































In this April 16,2014, file photo, 
Brooklyn Nets’ Jason Collins 
shoots against the Cleveland 
Cavaliers during an NBA bas¬ 
ketball game in Cleveland. 
Associated Press 

Collins, NBA’s 
1st openly gay 
player, retires 

NEW YORK (AP) — Jason 
Collins, the first openly gay 
man to play in one of the 
four major North Ameri¬ 
can professional leagues, 
announced his retirement 
Wednesday after 13 years 
in the NBA. 

The 35-year-old Collins dis¬ 
closed his plans in a first- 
person story for Sports Illus¬ 
trated. It's the same forum 
he used in April, 2013, to 
publicly reveal his sexuality. 
He joined the Brooklyn Nets 
in February and played 22 
games for the team, but 
was not on the roster this 
season. 

“It feels wonderful to have 
been part of these mile¬ 
stones for sports and for 
gay rights, and to have 
been embraced by the 
public, the coaches, the 
players, the league and 
history,” Collins wrote. 
Collins started his career 
with the New Jersey Nets 
in 2001 and rejoined the 
franchise in Brooklyn last 
February. He revealed at 
the end of the 2013 season 
that he is gay, but was a 
free agent and remained 
unsigned until the Nets 
needed another big man. 

Continued on page 19 



Ko bgleads strlur 
LtArpa stlffa wk s 


Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant (24) 
drives against Atlanta Hawks guard Jeff 
Teague (0) in the second half of an NBA bas¬ 
ketball game Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014, in At¬ 


lanta. Los Angeles won 114-109. 
Associated Press 
Page 19 
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Lawyer asks judge to approve NFL concussion deal 



Co-lead players’ lawyer Christopher Seeger, center right, and client former NFL player Shawn 
Wooden, center left speak with members of the media after a hearing on the proposed NFL con¬ 
cussion settlement Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014, outside of the U.S. Courthouse in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


MARYCLAIRE DALE 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The 

NFL on Wednesday urged 
a judge to approve an esti¬ 
mated $1 billion settlement 
of concussion lawsuits de¬ 
spite concerns raised by 
former players or survivors 
who feel left out. 

The 65-year fund would re¬ 
solve thousands of lawsuits 
that accuse the NFL of long 
hiding what it knew about 
concussions and brain inju¬ 
ries to keep players on the 
field. 

The NFL now expects 6,000 
of nearly 20,000 retired 
players — or 28 percent — 
to suffer from Alzheimer’s 
disease or at least moder¬ 
ate dementia someday. 
Their average payout 
would be about $190,000. 
The awards reach several 
million dollars for Lou Geh¬ 
rig's disease or Parkinson’s 
disease. 

“The NFL ... should have 
done the right thing years 
ago, and it can do the 
right thing now,” said Elea¬ 
nor Perfetto of Annapolis, 
Maryland, who objects to 
the steep cuts in awards 
given to men diagnosed 
later in life. 

Her husband, Ralph Wen¬ 
zel, had both Alzheimer’s 
disease and chronic trau¬ 
matic encephalopathy, or 
CTE, when he died in 2010. 
He was 69 and had been 
ill for more than a decade. 
Some critics feel the fund 
lets the NFL off lightly, giv¬ 
en its $10 billion in annual 
revenues. Others complain 
that there are no awards 
for depression, mood 
swings, dizziness and other 
problems they link to foot¬ 
ball concussions. 

A chief concern is that the 
plan leaves out future pay¬ 
ments for CTE, which some 
call the signature disease 
of football. The estates 
of players who died and 
were diagnosed with CTE 
from 2006 to 2014 can seek 
up to $4 million, but future 
deaths are excluded to 
avoid “incentivizing” sui¬ 
cide. The brain decay can¬ 
not currently be diagnosed 
in the living. 

“The research in this area is 
in its infancy. (It) would be 
hotly contested at trial,” 
NFL lawyer Bruce Birenboin 


argued. “The resolution 
was that CTE, perse, wasn’t 
covered, but that signifi¬ 
cant symptoms were.” 
Lawyer Thomas Demetrio 
suggested the deal is a 
steal for both the lead play¬ 
ers' lawyers who stand to 
divide $112 million and the 
NFL. 

“The NFL, by this settlement, 
will never have to say what 
they knew, when they 
knew it, and CTE — Poof! 
It's gone,” said Demetrio, 


DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

NAPLES, Fla. (AP) — The 

LPGA Tour added one new 
tournament and one big 
sponsor. 

Along with releasing anoth¬ 
er strong schedule for 2015, 
the LPGA Tour announced 
Tuesday that All Nippon Air¬ 
ways has signed a five-year 
deal to be the title sponsor 
of the first major champion¬ 
ship of the year in the Cali¬ 
fornia desert. 

The ANA Inspiration replac¬ 
es the Kraft Nabisco Cham¬ 
pionship in name only. Still 
intact are the traditions at 
Mission Hills Country Club 
in Rancho Mirage, from Di¬ 
nah Shore’s name on fhe 
frophy fo fhe winner jump¬ 
ing in Poppy's Pond and 
wearing a whife robe. 

“I think most fans of not just 


who represents the fam¬ 
ily of former Chicago Bears 
safety Dave Duerson. A fan 
favorite, Duerson’s life was 
on fhe decline before he 
fatally shot himself in the 
chest in 2011. He left be¬ 
hind notes asking that his 
brain be tested for CTE. The 
tests were positive. 

The NFL insisted that it 
would have strong legal 
defenses if fhe cases pro¬ 
ceed to trial. 

The league's lawyers have 


the LPGA but of golf and 
sport in general know when 
they watch that event that 
this is the event where the 
winner jumps in the lake,” 
said Karrie Webb, a two- 
time winner of that major. “I 
think it’s very important that 
we stay at Mission Hills, and 
another reason why we're 
glad ANA was happy to 
come to Rancho Mirage.” 
The purse will increase to 
$2.5 million next year, and is 
expected to go to at least 
$3 million by the end of the 
contract. 

It was the second major 
in which the LPGA Tour 
was able to replace a title 
sponsor. Wegmans ended 
its sponsorship with the 
LPGA Championship, and 
the tour joined with the 
PGA of America to create 
the KPMG Women's PGA 


argued that the dispute 
belongs in mediation under 
the contract, that former 
players can’t prove which 
concussion caused which 
injury and that many former 
players filed suif too late. 

“It would have been an 
expensive, scorched-earth 
litigation (without a settle¬ 
ment). We know that be¬ 
cause of other parties that 
have litigated with the 
NFL,” lead plaintiffs’ lawyer 
Christopher Seeger argued 


Championship. 

Only a few years ago, the 
LPGA Tour had a 23-tourna- 
ment schedule. 

Now it is up to 33 tourna¬ 
ments, which doesn’t in¬ 
clude the Solheim Cup that 
will be played in Germany 
next September. 

The LPGA Tour added one 
tournament to its schedule 
— the Coates Golf Cham¬ 
pionship, which will be 
played in Ocala, Florida 
the last week in January. 
That gives the LPGA Tour a 
Florida tournament in Janu¬ 
ary for the first time since 
2001. 

That will be followed by the 
Pure Silk-Bahamas LPGA 
Classic, meaning play¬ 
ers have two tournaments 
before its three-week Asia 
and Australia swing. 

“We wanted to make sure 


Wednesday. 

On the other hand, the NFL 
would have to open its files 
before trial and potentially 
disclose damaging infor¬ 
mation. 

Former Indianapolis Colts 
tight end Ben Utecht testi¬ 
fied about the five concus¬ 
sions he suffered during a 
career that earned him a 
2007 Super Bowl ring. He 
is now married with three 
young daughters. 

“I do have memory issues. 
That’s why I walked away,” 
Utecht, 33, said after the 
hearing. “The thought of 
(my daughters) losing their 
dad, before they actually 
lose their dad, is challeng¬ 
ing.” 

Senior U.S. District Judge 
Anita Brody granted pre¬ 
liminary approval of the 
plan in July after the NFL 
lifted a proposed $765 mil¬ 
lion cap. The total includes 
$75 million for baseline test¬ 
ing and $10 million for re¬ 
search. With inflation and 
lawyer fees, the NFL could 
pay out $1 billion or more 
over 65 years. 

“The league really is proud 
of this settlement,” Biren- 
boim said. 

Brody is expected to rule 
on final approval in the 
next few months. 


major 

that our U.S. fan base and 
media connected with us 
before we went to Aus¬ 
tralia, Thailand and Singa¬ 
pore, which we didn’t do a 
few years back,” Commis¬ 
sioner Mike Whan said. 

The women’s majors still 
are up against the men. 
The ANA Inspiration is a 
week before the Masters. 
The KPMG Women's PGA 
Championship is the week 
before the U.S. Open. And 
the U.S. Women’s Open is a 
week before the men play 
the British Open at St. An¬ 
drews. 

The LPGA has a six-week 
swing through Asia at the 
end of the year, as usual, 
before winding up with the 
Lorena Ochoa Invitational 
in Mexico and the season¬ 
ending CME Group Tour 
Championship. 


LPGA gets title sponsor for 1st 












SPORTSI"? 


THURSDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2014 


NBA Capsules 

Bryant leads Lakers to rare win over Atlanta 



Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant, left, goes to the basket as Atlanta Hawks’ Paul Millsap 
defends in the second half of an NBA basketball game Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014, in Atlanta. Los 
Angles won 114-109. Associated Press 


MILWAUKEE (AP) — Ersan the rebuilding Bucks beat 
Ilyasova had 20 points as the Knicks to lift their record 



In this Feb. 27, 2014, file photo, Brooklyn Nets center Jason 
Collins considers a question from reporter before the Nets' NBA 
basketball game against the Denver Nuggets in Denver. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Kobe Bry¬ 
ant scored 28 points as the 
Los Angeles Lakers won for 
only the second time this 
season, beating the At¬ 
lanta Hawks 114-109 in the 
NBA on Tuesday. 

Bryant’s biggest shot came 
with 1:11 remaining, when 
he backed in against Tha¬ 
bo Sefolosha and made 
a fadeaway jumper de¬ 
spite being fouled. Bryant 
completed the three-point 
play, giving the Lakers a 
108-102 lead. 

The Hawks had a chance 
to force overtime after 
the Lakers (2-9) failed to 
put it away at the line. But 
Los Angeles smothered 
long-range threat Kyle Ko- 
rver, leaving Pero Antic to 
take an open 3-pointer. It 
clanked off the rim and the 
Lakers grabbed the loose 
ball to seal the victory. 

Paul Millsap led Atlanta 
with 29 points. 

Carlos Boozer added 20 
points for the Lakers, and 
Nick Young, coming back 
from a thumb injury, had 
17 in his first game of the 


Continued from page 17 


They turned to the 7-foot 
Collins, who helped them 
reach the NBA Finals in 
2002 and 2003. He signed 
a 10-day contract, play¬ 
ing his first game as an out 
gay man on Feb. 23 on the 
road against the Los Ange¬ 
les Lakers to a warm ova¬ 
tion. He stayed the rest of 
the season. 

Nets general manager Billy 
King congratulated Collins 
on a “distinguished NBA 
career” in a statement. 

“He was an integral part of 
the back-to-back Eastern 
Conference Champion¬ 
ship teams,” King said. “We 
wish him well as he em¬ 
barks on a new chapter in 
his career." 

Nets spokesman Aaron 
Harris said Collins is expect¬ 
ed to address the media 
at the Barclays Center on 
Wednesday night before 
the Nets game with the Mil¬ 
waukee Bucks 
Bucks coach Jason Kidd 
was Brooklyn’s coach last 


season. 

BUCKS 117, KNICKS 113 


year, and Collins singled 
him out for the “courage" 
he showed in bringing him 
on board. 

“It had been argued that 
no team would want to 
take on a player who was 
likely to attract a media 
circus from fhe outset and 
whose sexuality would be a 
distraction,” he wrote. “I’m 
happy to have helped put 
those canards to rest." 

The Stanford graduate 
went in the first round of 
the 2001 NBA draft, picked 
18th overall. He also played 
for Memphis, Minnesota, 
Atlanta, Boston and Wash¬ 
ington. He averaged 3.6 
points and 3.7 rebounds 
in 20.4 minutes during his 
career. Collins wore No. 
98 in his final seasons in the 
league to honor Matthew 
Shepard, a gay college 
student in Wyoming, who 
was killed in 1998. 

Collins said his most poi¬ 
gnant moment came dur¬ 
ing his third game back 
last season, when he met 
Shepard’s family in Denver. 
Following Collins revela¬ 


tion, Missouri defensive end 
Michael Sam came out in 
February and was drafted 
by the NFL's St. Louis Rams. 
He was later cut by the 
Rams and released from 
the Dallas Cowboys prac¬ 
tice squad last month. 

In April, University of Mas¬ 
sachusetts guard Derrick 
Gordon became the first 
openly gay player in Divi¬ 
sion I men's basketball. 


Billie Jean King called Col¬ 
lins “an influencer on and 
off fhe basketball court” in 
a statement to The Associ¬ 
ated Press. Collins thanked 
the former tennis great for 
her support when he first 
came out. 

“I hope his decision to live 
his truth and do so on his 
own terms will inspire him 
on the next phase of his 
journey,” King said. 


above .500 for the first time 
in more than a year. 

Zaza Pachulia added sea¬ 
son highs of 14 points and 
13 rebounds for Milwau¬ 
kee, which improved to 6-5 
on the year. It was the first 
time the team had a win¬ 
ning record since March 
20, 2013, when it was 34-33. 
New York cut a 26-point 
deficit to 115-113 with 7.9 
seconds left, but Milwau¬ 
kee managed to hold on. 
Carmelo Anthony had 26 
points for the Knicks, and 
Tim Hardaway Jr. scored 
24. 

The balanced Bucks had 
seven players score in dou¬ 
ble figures. 

JAZZ 98, THUNDER 81 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Alec 
Burks had 20 points and a 
career-high 14 rebounds 
as the Jazz beat the reel¬ 
ing Thunder. 

Enes Kanter added 16 
points and a season-high 
15 boards for Utah, which 
enjoyed a 55-44 edge on 
the glass. Trey Burke scored 
11 of his 17 points in the 
second half, and finished 
wifh nine assists. 

Oklahoma City has lost 
three straight and seven 
of nine. Jeremy Lamb led 
the Thunder with 19 points, 
and Steven Adams had 11 
points and eight rebounds. 
Playing without the injured 
Kevin Durant and Russell 
Westbrook, Oklahoma City 
shot 35.7 percent (30 for 
84) from fhe field. 

PELICANS 106, KINGS 100 
SACRAMENTO, Califor¬ 
nia (AP) — Anthony Davis 
had 28 points and nine 
rebounds to lead the Peli¬ 
cans past the Kings in a 
matchup between two of 
fhe Western Conference’s 
most surprising teams this 
season. 

Ryan Anderson hit four 
3-pointers and scored 22 
points for fhe Pelicans, who 
outscored the Kings 31-15 
in the third and improved 
to 6-4 on the year. 

Tyreke Evans had 18 points, 
and Eric Gordon scored 
17 . 

DeMarcus Cousins had 24 
points and 17 rebounds 
for Sacramenfo, which 
dropped to 3-2 at home. 
Darren Collison added 13 
points and 11 assists.qQ 
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NHL Capsules 

Howard makes 28 saves, Red Wings beat Blue Jackets 



Detroit Red Wings' Jimmy Howard, left, makes a save against Columbus Blue Jackets’ Adam 
Cracknell during the second period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Nov. 18,2014, in Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Jimmy Howard made 28 
saves for his 19th career 
shutout, and Tomas Tatar 
and Tomas Jurco each had 
a goal and an assist to lift 
the Detroit Red Wings past 
the Columbus Blue Jackets 
5-0 in the NHL on Tuesday. 
Gustav Nyquist, Riley 
Sheahan and Darren Helm 
also scored and Brendan 
Smith added two assists to 
help Detroit end a three- 
game road winless skid. The 
Red Wings scored twice on 
the power play and put 
the game out of reach with 
three third-period goals. 
Columbus’ two-game win¬ 
ning streak — after a club- 
tying nine straight losses — 
ended as the Red Wings 
won most of the puck bat¬ 
tles to control the tempo. 
Columbus did have scoring 
chances, but they failed to 
generate sustained pres¬ 
sure. 

Sergei Bobrovky, who fin¬ 
ished with 35 saves, didn't 
have his best form in his 
second start in row since 
missing eight with a broken 
finger. 

PENGUINS 4, CANADIENS 0 
MONTREAL (AP) — Marc- 
Andre Fleury made 27 
saves for his league-lead¬ 
ing fourth shutout of the 
season as Pittsburgh ended 
Montreal’s six-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Beau Bennett and Steve 
Downie had first-period 
goals for the Penguins, and 
Brandon Sutter and cap¬ 
tain Sidney Crosby each 
scored in the second. Pitts¬ 
burgh has now won 10 of its 


last 11. 

Carey Price stopped 18 
shots for Montreal. 

Fleury, who made a couple 
of key saves early on, is 8-1 - 
0 with a .944 save-percent¬ 
age in his last nine starts 
dating back to Oct. 25. 
ISLANDERS 5, LIGHTNING 2 
UNIONDALE, New York (AP) 
— Cal Clutterbuck, Mikhail 
Grabovski and Ryan 
Strome scored in the sec¬ 
ond period to lift the New 
York Islanders. 

Brock Nelson and Casey 
Cizikas also scored and 
Jaroslav Halak stopped 26 
shots for the Islanders, who 


got a measure of revenge 
for a 5-2 loss at Tampa on 
Saturday that ended their 
five-game winning streak. 
Alex Killorn and Ondrej Pal- 
at scored for the Lightning 
and Evgeni Nabokov fin¬ 
ished with 31 saves. 
Clutterbuck tied the score 
at 1-1 with a short-handed 
goal 39 seconds into the 
middle period. Grabovski 
and Strome then scored 
1:03 apart to give the Is¬ 
landers a two-goal lead 
with 6 1/2 minutes to go in 
the period. Nelson’s power- 
play goal in the opening 
minute of the third made it 


4-1. 

BRUINS 2, BLUES 0 
BOSTON (AP) — Tuukka 
Rask made 33 saves for his 
first shutout of the season 
as the Bruins ended a six- 
game home losing streak 
against St. Louis. 

Patrice Bergeron and Torey 
Krug scored for the Bruins, 
who were outshot 33-17. 
Rask earned his 24th career 
shutout. 

Boston played sound de¬ 
fense throughout against 
a Blues team that had won 
10 of 11. The Bruins limited 
St. Louis to mostly shots from 
outside, and Rask didn’t 


leave many rebound op¬ 
portunities. 

Boston hadn't won at home 
against the Blues since Jan. 
30, 2001. 

KINGS 5, PANTHERS 2 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jeff 
Carter had a power-play 
goal and an assist during 
Los Angeles' four-goal sec¬ 
ond period, and Jonathan 
Quick made 30 saves in the 
Kings' victory over Florida. 
Kings defensemen Matt 
Greene and Robyn Regehr 
both scored rare goals dur¬ 
ing the defending Stanley 
Cup champions’ highest- 
scoring period of the sea¬ 
son. 

Marian Gaborik and cap¬ 
tain Dustin Brown added 
power-play goals in Los 
Angeles’ second straight 
victory after losing seven of 
nine. 

Jimmy Hayes and Jussi Joki- 
nen scored for the Pan¬ 
thers, who have lost five 
of seven. Roberto Luongo 
stopped 21 shots in two pe¬ 
riods before Al Montoya re¬ 
lieved him for the third. 
SABRES 4, SHARKS 1 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 
Brian Gionta had two goals 
and an assist in leading Buf¬ 
falo past San Jose in front 
of a sparse, snowstorm-de¬ 
pleted crowd. 

Nicolas Deslauriers and Bri¬ 
an Flynn also scored for Buf¬ 
falo, which won its eighth 
straight against San Jose, 
dating to the 2009-10 sea¬ 
son. Jhonas Enroth stopped 
20 shots over the final two 
periods after replacing 
starter Michal Neuvirth who 
sustained a lower body in¬ 
jury in the first period. 


Love thinks Ryder Cup has too many people involved 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

NAPLES, Florida (AP) — One 

of the messages Davis Love 
III wants to bring to the 
11 -member Ryder Cup Task 
Force is that it has gotten 
too big. 

He said the amount of 
scheduled time at the Ry¬ 
der Cup is about double 
what the Americans spend 
at the Presidents Cup, 
which is understandable 
because the Ryder Cup 
gets about double the in¬ 


terest. What really concerns 
him is the size of the team 
party. Love, the captain in 
2012 at Medinah, said the 
U.S. team has expanded 
so much over the years 
that it is losing its intimacy. 
He thought back to his first 
Ryder Cup team in 1993, 
when Tom Watson was the 
captain and had a friend 
as his assistant. The players 
and their wives were in the 
team room and “all we did 
was hang out.” 

“Now it’s all the PGA offi¬ 


cers, all their wives, all the 
caddies, all their wives, all 
the ‘strap hangers' in this 
big room,” Love said last 
month at the McGladrey 
Classic. “The intimacy of 
the team has changed. 
... They do a lot for us to 
give us the Ryder Cup. But 
do they need to be in the 
room? It’s like a traveling 
circus. When you go to din¬ 
ner, it's not the team that 
goes to dinner. It’s 30 more 
people.” 

Love said when he was an 


assistant captain in Wales, 
he planned to drive his own 
cart around Celtic Manor. 
Instead, a PGA officer was 
assigned as his cart driver. 
It actually worked out well 
because of the rain, but it 
was another example of 
the U.S. team becoming 
the U.S. entourage. 

“It’s grown to where in¬ 
stead of being 12, 13 guys 
and sometimes the wives 
... to this huge mass of peo¬ 
ple,” Love said. “A lot of 
things have changed. It's 


not bad. It's just we need to 
get back to what the play¬ 
ers want to make it feel like 
a team.” 

Love said the first meeting 
of the task force was to be 
held either the first or sec¬ 
ond week in December. 
The PGA of America has its 
annual meeting the week¬ 
end before Thanksgiving. 
He said a second meeting 
is expected the first week of 
February, around the time 
of the Farmers Insurance 
Open at Torrey Pines. 
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Union, NFL at odds over personal conduct policy 



In this Oct. 8, 2014, file photo, NFL commissioner Roger Goodell 
speaks during a news conference following a meeting of NFL 
owners and executives in New York. 

Associated Press 



This July 31, 2014, file photo shows Minnesota Vikings running 
back Adrian Peterson during NFL football training camp in 
Mankato, Minn. The NFL suspended Adrian Peterson without 
pay for at least the remainder of the season. The league said 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014, it informed the Minnesota Vikings 
running back he will not be considered for reinstatement before 
April 15 for violating the NFL personal conduct policy. 

Associated Press 


ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer 

Saying the NFL is “mak¬ 
ing things up as they go 
along,” players’ union chief 
DeMaurice Smith wants 
the league and its owners 
to take disciplining players 
out of fhe hands of Com¬ 
missioner Roger Goodell. 
Already at odds over the 
process used to punish Ray 
Rice, the dispute height¬ 
ened on Tuesday when the 
league suspended Minne¬ 
sota Vikings running back 
Adrian Peterson for the 
rest of the season for using 
a branch to discipline his 
4-year-old son. 

The central issue remains 
the same for both sides: 
Finding a way to fairly hold 
players accountable for 
transgressions that dam¬ 
age the credibility and im¬ 
age of the league and its 
players. The union wants 
disciplinary power trans¬ 
ferred from Goodell to 
a neutral arbitrator. The 
league, so far, doesn’t 
agree. 

And while the league and 
the NFL Players Associa¬ 
tion want to change the 
personal conduct policy, 
the sides disagree on how 
to do it. The union wants to 
bargain for changes to the 
policy, while the NFL wants 
to implement changes 
with union input the same 
way it changes rules on the 
field, like when it moved 
kickoffs to the 35-yard line. 
Smith told The Associated 
Press in an email that the 
league indicated it was 
open to discussing the 
policy as recently as two 
months ago, but didn’t fol¬ 
low through in coming to 
the table. 

He said those discussions 
were distinct from the 
union representing Peter¬ 
son in his case, though on 
a parallel track. 

“There is one fact that does 
make those things similar 
though, and that is the NFL 
is clearly making things up 
as they go along,” Smith 
said on Tuesday. “Our goal 
is to pursue a new person¬ 
al conduct policy that is 
fair, transparent and con¬ 
sistent. The only way that 
happens is if the NFL and 
the owners commit to col¬ 


lective bargaining.” 

Troy Vincent, the NFL’s ex¬ 
ecutive vice president of 
football operations, coun¬ 
tered that Goodell's au¬ 
thority was collectively 
bargained with the union 
in 2011, while the personal 
conduct policy in place for 
nearly 20 years has never 
been part of contract ne¬ 
gotiations. 

“The union agreed to the 
commissioner maintaining 
authority to discipline. The 
league believes it is in the 
best interest of football to 
retain that authority,” Vin¬ 
cent said. “The league is 
following the process dic¬ 


tated by the CBA.” 

The union and players 
helped to revise the per¬ 
sonal conduct policy in 
2007, Vincent said. He 
said the league has had 
multiple meetings with the 
union this year on revising 
the policy using the same 
approach. 

The rules in place have 
some players and agents 
wondering if the NFL has 
too much power and 
whether the union fell 
short by agreeing to give 
Goodell central power 
over discipline in 2011. 
Agent Jerrold Colton, who 
represents New Orleans 


tackle Jahri Evans, Pitts¬ 
burgh cornerback William 
Gay and six-time Pro Bowl 
kicker David Akers, said the 
union's failure to negotiate 
changes to the personal 
conduct policy in 2011 was 
a “tremendous oversight.” 
“I felt strongly at the time 
that it was a mistake and 
clearly it’s turned out to be 
one for the players the way 
it’s played out, and we're 
stuck with it for another 
six years," said Colton, 
who said the players and 
league absolutely need an 
independent, third-party 
arbitrator. 

“Due process exists in most 
places in the United States 


except in the NFL.” 
Pittsburgh safety Mike 
Mitchell said the person¬ 
al conduct policy needs 
more well-defined terms 
and clear guidelines based 
on precedent. 

“Right now it’s kind of you 
know, one man has all the 
power, and I don’t know if 
that’s ever really a good 
thing. Roger does his best 
but he’s got a lot on his 
plate that he has to con¬ 
trol,” Mitchell said. “I'm 
not just trying to bash him 
or come down on him, but 
players would feel better 
if he wasn’t just judge, jury 
and executioner.” 

Peterson pleaded no 
contest on Nov. 4 to mis¬ 
demeanor reckless as¬ 
sault in Texas for injuries to 
his 4-year-old son with a 
branch. He said he intend¬ 
ed no harm, only discipline. 
Goodell told Peterson he 


will not be considered 
for reinstatement before 
April 15 for his violation 
of the personal conduct 
policy — the first example 
of a crackdown on play¬ 
ers involved with domestic 
violence since stricter rules 
were put in place earlier 
this season. 

The union, which an¬ 
nounced it plans an ap¬ 
peal on behalf of Peterson, 
is demanding a neutral 
arbitrator to oversee the 
hearing in the same way 
Rice’s case was handled. 
Rice is waiting for an arbi¬ 
trator to decide whether 
his indefinite suspension 
should be upheld or over¬ 


turned. Goodell made 
Rice's suspension more se¬ 
vere when video of Rice 
hitting his then-fiancee was 
released online. 

Goodell has said he hopes 
to have a new personal 
conduct policy ready be¬ 
fore the Super Bowl. 
Vincent said the league’s 
internal process — includ¬ 
ing investigation, consult¬ 
ing independent experts, 
suspending players with 
pay and ultimately deter¬ 
mining discipline — has 
been fair and transparent 
while following the col¬ 
lective bargaining agree¬ 
ment. 

“In reality, those who are 
most upset with the per¬ 
sonal conduct policy are 
those who violate it,” Vin¬ 
cent said. “The vast major¬ 
ity of players do not come 
into contact with the disci¬ 
pline process."□ 



Ray Rice arrives with his wife Janay Palmer for an appeal hear¬ 
ing of his indefinite suspension from the NFL, Wednesday, Nov. 
5, 2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Stanton signs record $325 million baseball deal 



Miami Marlins baseball team owner Jeffrey Loria, left, watches as Giancarlo Stanton signs his 
record $325 million, 13-year contract at a news conference Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — Giancarlo 
Stanton signed his record 
$325 million, 13-year con¬ 
tract with the Miami Marlins 
at a news conference for¬ 
mally announcing the deal 
on Wednesday. 

Stanton signed the deal 
while sitting next to Marlins 
owner Jeffrey Loria. The 
attendance-challenged 
franchise drew nearly 100 
members of the media for 
the occasion. 

The contract is the most 
lucrative ever for an Ameri¬ 
can athlete, and the lon¬ 
gest in Major League Base¬ 
ball history. It includes a no¬ 
trade clause, and Stanton 
can opt out after six years 
and $107 million. 

“We're here to celebrate a 
landmark agreement, not 
only for the Marlins orga¬ 
nization but for our entire 
community,” Loria said. 
Stanton said the deal 
points the Marlins in a win¬ 
ning direction. 

“This is one building block 
toward a better future and 
a new way of life down 
here in Miami," he said. 
“I’m glad to be here for my 
foreseeable future.” 


Stanton wasn’t due to 
become eligible for free 
agency until after the 2016 
season, and signing the 
outfielder to a long-term 
agreement was consid¬ 
ered a long shot 

The Marlins haven't 
reached the playoffs since 
2003, and Stanton was 
skeptical about Loria mak¬ 
ing the necessary financial 
commitment to field a con¬ 


tender. 

The Marlins hadn’t held a 
celebratory news confer¬ 
ence on such a scale since 
their last spending spree, 
just before their ballpark 
opened in 2012. They went 
69-93, leading to a payroll 
purge. 

Their average attendance 
of 21,386 was 28th among 
the 30 major league teams. 
Stanton's contract tops 


the $292 million, 10-year 
agreement Miguel Cabre¬ 
ra agreed to with Detroit in 
March. He receives the first 
13-year guaranteed deal 
in MLB history, topping an 
April 2012 agreement be¬ 
tween Cincinnati and Joey 
Votto that assured the first 
baseman of $251.5 million 
over 12 years. 

“It's an exciting day for 
Miami, my fans, our fans,” 


Stanton said. 

Stanton, who turned 25 
on Nov. 8, is perhaps the 
game's most feared slug¬ 
ger. He has 154 homers, in¬ 
cluding a National League¬ 
leading 37 this year. 

The two-time All-Star right 
fielder recently won the NL 
Hank Aaron Award, and 
was voted the NL’s out¬ 
standing player in balloting 
by his fellow major leagu¬ 
ers. He won a Silver Slugger 
Award and finished sec¬ 
ond to Clayton Kershaw in 
NL MVP voting. 

“He wants to be the man, 
and he's good enough to 
assume that mantle," Mar¬ 
lins president David Sam¬ 
son said. 

Stanton's season ended 
on Sept. 11 when he was 
hit in the face by a pitch 
and suffered fractures in 
his face and other injuries. 
Despite missing the final 
17 games, he led the NL 
in homers and slugging for 
the Marlins, who went 77- 
85 but ended a three-year 
streak of last-place finishes 
in the NL East. 

The Marlins have said 
they're not concerned the 
injuries will have lingering 
effects. □ 


IOC reform agenda gives boost to baseball return 



International Olympic Committee, IOC, president German 
Thomas Bach speaks to journalists after a round table with vari¬ 
ous athletes from around the world to present the new Olympic 
agenda 2020 discussions at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014. 

Associated Press 


JIM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Baseball 
and softball’s bid to return 
to the Olympic program 
got a boost Wednesday 
as organizers of the 2020 
Tokyo Games considered 
ways the International 
Olympic Committee’s re¬ 
form agenda could impact 
planning for the event. 
Wrapping up the second 
day of meetings in the Jap¬ 
anese capital, IOC Vice 
President John Coates and 
Olympic organizing chief 
Yoshiro Mori spoke on how 
the 40 proposals released 
Tuesday as part of IOC 
President Thomas Bach’s 
reform agenda could af¬ 
fect planning for Tokyo 
2020. 

The proposals would allow 
host cities to propose the 
inclusion of one or more 
events for their games — a 
move which would clear 
the way for baseball and 


softball to be included in 
the 2020 Games. 

Baseball and softball ap¬ 
peared in the Olympics 
from 1992 to 2008, but IOC 
members voted to drop 
them from the program 


after the Beijing Games 
— the first sports to be ex¬ 
cluded since polo in 1936. 
The sports were eventually 
replaced by golf and rug¬ 
by sevens, both of which 
will join the program at the 


2016 Rio Olympics. 

“In the case of Japan, 
including baseball and 
softball would be a great 
idea,” Mori said at a news 
conference on Wednes¬ 
day. “The two sports are 
very popular in Japan and 
having them in the pro¬ 
gram would be a big plus.” 
The reforms, called “Olym¬ 
pic Agenda 2020,” will be 
put to a vote by the full 
IOC at a special session in 
Monaco on Dec. 8-9. Bar¬ 
ring any surprise, most or all 
the recommendations are 
expected to be passed. 
The reforms could also al¬ 
low Tokyo organizers to al¬ 
ter their initial plan of hav¬ 
ing the majority of venues 
located within an 8-kilo- 
meter (5-mile) radius of the 
Olympic Village — one of 
the key components of To¬ 
kyo’s bid for the games. 
Under the new propos¬ 
als, the IOC would allow 
“the organization of entire 


sports and disciplines out¬ 
side the host city or, in ex¬ 
ceptional cases, outside 
the host country notably 
for reasons of geography 
and sustainability.” With 
cost concerns now causing 
Japanese Olympic orga¬ 
nizers to review their initial 
plans for the venues, the 
reforms proposed by the 
IOC could clear the way 
for them to move some 
events outside the pro¬ 
posed 8-kilometer (5-mile) 
radius.During their two-day 
visit to Tokyo, members 
of the IOC’s coordination 
commission visited Saitama 
Super Arena, a 37,000-seat 
multipurpose venue about 
one hour north of Tokyo 
that has been mooted as a 
possible alternate location 
for the Olympic basketball 
competition. 

“It was a great experience 
when we went to the Saita¬ 
ma Super Arena," Coates 
said. □ 
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How to teach self-driving cars ethics of the road 



In this Monday, Nov. 18, 2014 photo. University of Southern California professor Jeffery Miller 
sits in his car in Los Angeles. Miller develops software that will help the cars of the future drive 
themselves. Associated Press 


JUSTIN PRITCHARD 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 

large truck speeding in 
the opposite direction 
suddenly veers into your 
lane. 

Jerk the wheel left and 
smash into a bicyclist? 
Swerve right toward a 
family on foot? 

Slam the brakes and brace 
for head-on impact? 
Drivers make split-second 
decisions based on in¬ 
stinct and a limited view of 
the dangers around them. 
The cars of the future — 
those that can drive them¬ 
selves thanks to an array 
of sensors and computing 
power — will have near¬ 
perfect perception and 
react based on prepro¬ 
grammed logic. 

While cars that do most or 
even all of the driving may 
be much safer, accidents 
happen. 

It’s relatively easy to write 
computer code that di¬ 
rects the car how to re¬ 
spond to a sudden dilem¬ 
ma. The hard part is de¬ 
ciding what that response 
should be. 

“The problem is, who’s de¬ 
termining what we want?” 
asks Jeffrey Miller, a Uni¬ 
versity of Southern Califor¬ 
nia professor who devel¬ 
ops driverless vehicle soft¬ 
ware. “You're not going to 
have 100 percent buy-in 
that says, ‘Hit the guy on 
the right.’” 

Companies that are test¬ 
ing driverless cars are not 
focusing on these moral 
questions. 

The company most ag¬ 
gressively developing 
self-driving cars isn't a 
carmaker at all. Google 
has invested heavily in 
the technology, driving 
hundreds of thousands of 
miles on roads and high¬ 
ways in tricked-out Priuses 
and Lexus SUVs. Leaders 
at the Silicon Valley giant 
have said they want to 
get the technology to the 
public by 2017. 

For now, Google is fo¬ 
cused on mastering the 
most common driving sce¬ 
narios, programming the 
cars to drive defensively in 
hopes of avoiding the rare 
instances when an acci¬ 
dent is truly unavoidable. 


“People are philosophiz¬ 
ing about it, but the ques¬ 
tion about real-world ca¬ 
pability and real-world 
events that can affect us, 
we really haven't studied 
that issue," said Ron Med¬ 
ford, the director of safety 
for Google's self-driving 
car project. 

One of those philosophers 
is Patrick Lin, a profes¬ 
sor who directs the ethics 
and emerging sciences 
group at Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo. 

“This is one of the most 
profoundly serious deci¬ 
sions we can make. Pro¬ 
gram a machine that 
can foreseeably lead to 
someone's death," said 
Lin. “When we make pro¬ 
gramming decisions, we 
expect those to be as right 
as we can be.” 

What right looks like may 
differ from company to 
company, but according 
to Lin automakers have 
a duty to show that they 
have wrestled with these 
complex questions — and 
publicly reveal the an¬ 
swers they reach. 

Lin said he has discussed 
the ethics of driverless cars 
with Google as well as au¬ 
tomakers including Tesla, 
Nissan and BMW. As far as 
he knows, only BMW has 
formed an internal group 
to study the issue. 

Many automakers remain 
skeptical that cars will op¬ 
erate completely without 


drivers, at least not in the 
next five or 10 years. 

Uwe Higgen, head of 
BMW's group technology 
office in Silicon Valley, 
said the automaker has 
brought together special¬ 
ists in technology, ethics, 
social impact, and the law 
to discuss a range of issues 
related to cars that do ev- 
er-more driving instead of 
people. “This is a constant 
process going forward,” 


DEEPTI HAJELA 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Pay 

phones on New York City 
streets would become a 
thing of the past under a 
plan announced Monday 
that would replace them 
with stand-alone devic¬ 
es offering free Wi-Fi and 
nationwide phone calls 
as well as mobile phone 
charging capability. 

New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio said LinkNYC, a 
plan proposed by a group 
of companies working to¬ 
gether under the name 
CityBridge, had been se¬ 
lected to replace the old 
pay phone system. Up to 
10,000 column-like devices 
would be placed in all five 
boroughs starting next year 
if the plan is approved by 
the city’s Franchise and 


Higgen said. 

To some, the fundamen¬ 
tal moral question doesn’t 
ask about rare and cata¬ 
strophic accidents but 
rather how to balance 
appropriate caution over 
introducing the technol¬ 
ogy against its potential to 
save lives. After all, more 
than 30,000 people die 
in traffic accidents each 
year in the United States. 
“No one has a good an- 


Concession Review Com¬ 
mittee. 

The devices, along with Wi¬ 
Fi, would also have touch¬ 
screens for users to access 
city agencies and digital 
displays for advertising and 
announcements. 

The devices would replace 
8,400 pay phones in 6,452 
installations around the 
city. The only pay phones 
left would be three booth- 
style pay phones on the 
Upper West Side that would 
be preserved as pieces of 
New York City history. 

De Blasio said the plan 
wouldn’t cost city taxpay¬ 
ers anything. He said the 
money to cover the cost 
would come through rev¬ 
enues from the advertising. 
The city said the advertis¬ 
ing revenue would bring in 
$500 million over the next 


swer for how safe is safe 
enough," said Bryant 
Walker Smith, a law pro¬ 
fessor who has written ex¬ 
tensively on self-driving 
cars. The cars “are going 
to crash, and that is some¬ 
thing that the companies 
need to accept and the 
public needs to accept.” 
And what about govern¬ 
ment regulators — how 
will they react to crashes, 
especially those that are 
particularly gruesome or 
the result of a decision 
that a person would be 
unlikely to make? Just four 
states have passed any 
rules governing self-driving 
cars on public roads, and 
the federal government 
appears to be in no hurry 
to regulate them. 

In California, the depart¬ 
ment of motor vehicles is 
discussing ethical ques¬ 
tions with companies, but 
isn't writing rules. 

“That's a natural ques¬ 
tion that would come up 
and it does come up," 
said Bernard Soriano, 
the department’s point 
man on driverless cars, 
of how cars should de¬ 
cide between a series of 
bad choices. “There will 
have to be some sort of 
explanation.”□ 


12 years. 

De Blasio said the system 
would expand access to 
broadband. 

“With this proposal for the 
fastest and largest mu¬ 
nicipal Wi-Fi network in the 
world — accessible to and 
free for all New Yorkers and 
visitors alike — we're tak¬ 
ing a critical step toward 
a more equal, open and 
connected city,” he said. 
CityBridge is made up of 
companies including Qual¬ 
comm Incorporated, Co¬ 
mark, Control Group and 
Titan. The city said the con¬ 
sortium has committed to 
making the devices in New 
York City, and the LinkNYC 
program is expected to 
create up to 150 jobs in 
manufacturing, technolo¬ 
gy and advertising, as well 
as 650 support jobs.Q 


NYC plan would replace pay 
phones with Wi-Fi hubs 
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Wall Street drifts lower on Fed minutes 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

U.S. financial markets 
pulled back slightly from 
their most recent record 
highs Wednesday, ending 
lower for the first time this 
week. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average and Standard 
& Poor’s 500 index mostly 
hovered slightly below the 
all-time high closes set a 
day earlier. 

Investors sifted through a 
batch of favorable cor¬ 
porate earnings as they 
waited for the Federal Re¬ 
serve to publish the minutes 
from its late-October policy 
meeting. 

Traders hoped to glean 
fresh insight into when the 
central bank will raise a 


upward at times during the 
day. U.S. government bond 
prices fell. 

All told, the S&P 500 index 
slipped 3.08 points, or 0.2 
percent, to 2,048.72. 

The Dow fell 2.09 points, or 
0.01 percent, to 17,685.73. 
The Nasdaq composite 
shed 26.73 points, or 0.6 
percent, to 4,675.71. 

Seven of the 10 sectors in 
the S&P 500 declined, with 
telecommunications stocks 
dropping the most. Energy 
stocks managed the big¬ 
gest gain. 

Avon Products led the in¬ 
dex's decliners, sliding 47 
cents, or 4.7 percent, to 
$9.43. 

Interest rates tend to in¬ 
crease when the econo¬ 
my is growing and adding 


misinterpreted by financial 
markets. 

Most economists predict 
that the Fed won’t raise 
rates before June. 

“The market’s reaction is a 
reasonable one; no bomb¬ 
shells here,” said Erik David¬ 
son, deputy chief invest¬ 
ment officer of Wells Fargo 
Private Bank. “The free 
short-term money that's 
out there will continue to 
be positive for the stock 
market." Apart from the 
Fed action, investors had 
their eye on quarterly earn¬ 
ings from several retailers. 
Lowe’s reported better- 
than-expected third-quar¬ 
ter earnings, helped by a 
nascent recovery in the 
housing market. The home 
improvement retailer also 



Trader Jason Harper, center, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. U.S. financial 
markets pulled back slightly from their most recent record highs Wednesday, ending lower for the 
first time this week. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


benchmark interest rate 
that affects many consum¬ 
er and business loans. 

In the end, the deeper look 
at the Fed’s deliberation 
didn’t sway trading mean¬ 
ingfully. 

“This does not move the 
needle a whole bunch,” 
said John Canally, Chief 
Economic Strategist for 
LPL Financial. “The minutes 
confirm that the Fed re¬ 
mains on track to hike rates 
about a year from now 
based on the economy 
tracking to their forecasts.” 
The slide in oil prices con¬ 
tinued, despite pivoting 


jobs, trends that are good 
for corporate profits. When 
rates remain low, however, 
they tend to make stocks 
more attractive in compar¬ 
ison with bonds. 

During its Oct. 28-29 policy 
meeting, the Fed reaf¬ 
firmed that it expected to 
keep a key short-term inter¬ 
est rate low for a “consider¬ 
able time." 

The minutes released 
Wednesday showed that 
the Fed decided not to al¬ 
ter its wording on the timing 
of any interest rate increas¬ 
es. Fed officials worried 
that a change could be 


raised its full-year forecast. 
The stock rose $3.73, or 6.4 
percent, to $62.26. 

Target also reported third- 
quarter earnings that 
exceeded Wall Street's 
expectations, rebound¬ 
ing from a massive data 
breach just before Christ¬ 
mas last year. Its shares 
gained $4.99, or 7.4 per¬ 
cent, to $72.50. 

Investors also bid up shares 
in Staples, which reported 
higher fiscal third-quarter 
earnings late Wednesday. 
The office supply chain 
surged $1.16, or 9.1 per¬ 
cent, to $13.92. □ 



In this photo, a man walks to work on Wall Street, in New York. 
U.S. stock exchanges will have to keep a closer eye on their 
electronic trading systems under rules adopted by federal 
regulators. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 

US exchanges will have 
to test trading systems 


MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
stock exchanges will have 
to keep a closer eye on 
their electronic trading sys¬ 
tems under rules adopted 
by federal regulators. 

The Securities and Ex¬ 
change Commission voted 
5-0 Wednesday to require 
routine testing of exchang¬ 
es’ trading systems. The 
exchanges also will be re¬ 
quired to notify the SEC 
about problems, including 
any systems that are com¬ 
promised by hacking. Any 
problems must be quickly 
corrected. 

The SEC action follows a 
series of technical disrup¬ 
tions in recent years — no¬ 
tably the “flash crash” of 
May 2010 — that regulators 
say shook investors' confi¬ 
dence in the markets. 

The rules take effect in mid- 
January. They will replace 
a 20-year-old voluntary 
program for U.S. exchang¬ 
es, which include the New 
York Stock Exchange, Nas¬ 
daq and a host of compet¬ 
ing electronic marketplac¬ 
es. 

They are intended to re¬ 
duce the chances of tech¬ 
nology problems occurring 
and to put exchanges in a 
strong position to deal with 
them if they occur. As mar¬ 
kets have become faster 
and more technologically 
advanced, they also are 
prone to more technical 
failures. 

“Failures must be minimized 
and, when they occur, 
they must be remediated 
as quickly as possible and 


promptly reported" to the 
SEC, agency chair Mary Jo 
White said before the vote. 
“Investors should expect no 
less of the world's premier 
securities markets — in¬ 
deed, investor confidence 
depends on it.” 

The most stunning disrup¬ 
tion came in the May 6, 
2010 “flash crash,” which 
regulators later determined 
was triggered by a com¬ 
puterized selling program. 
In panicky trading, the 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age plunged hundreds of 
points in minutes before 
it eventually closed 348 
points lower. 

Regulators say that epi¬ 
sode and others in recent 
years — including the tech¬ 
nical glitch on the Nasdaq 
Stock Market that delayed 
Facebook’s debut as a 
public company in May 
2012 — showed that inves¬ 
tors can be put at risk when 
technology fails and confi¬ 
dence in the markets can 
be damaged. 

The markets have become 
increasingly complex and 
high-frequency trading, 
which uses computer al¬ 
gorithms to buy and sell 
stocks in milliseconds, now 
accounts for a majority of 
stock trading volume. The 
high-frequency trading 
firms look to get a jump on 
competitors by using com¬ 
puters to rapidly analyze 
market data and exploit 
split-penny price differenc¬ 
es. 

Regulators have put the 
ultra-fast trading systems 
under close scrutiny. Earlier 
this year.Q 
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Target rebounds in third quarter on solid sales 


ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Target 
reported a 3.2 percent rise 
in its third-quarter profit and 
beat Wall Street expec¬ 
tations as shoppers spent 
more on beauty products, 
toys and back-to-school 
items. 

The results, which marked 
its first increase in a key rev¬ 
enue measure in a year, 
shows how the compa¬ 
ny is successfully moving 
beyond a massive data 
breach disclosed a week 
before last Christmas. That 
sent customers fleeing for 
months and hurt sales and 
profits. Shares rose almost 
5 percent on the news in 
morning trading Wednes¬ 
day. The data theft, which 
compromised millions of 
credit and debit cards just 
one week before Christ¬ 
mas, was a major factor in 
the ousting of CEO Gregg 
Steinhafel in May. Former 
PepsiCo executive Brian 
Cornell took over in Au¬ 
gust, and he has the task 
of maintaining Target’s 
momentum and reclaim¬ 
ing the retailer's image as 
a purveyor of cheap chic 
fashions and home decor. 
Cornell musf also salvage 
Target's botched entry into 
Canada in 2013, which has 
been a big drag on profits. 
Target is still playing catch¬ 
up, particularly with Ama¬ 
zon.com, and has rolled 
out a service that allows 
people to order online and 
pick up goods at a store. 
It is also cutting shipping 
time by using its network of 
stores to ship directly to the 
homes of online shoppers. 
Like other retailers catering 
to middle-income shop¬ 
pers, Target is wrestling 
with a customer base that 
has not benefited from fhe 
country's economic recov¬ 
ery because wages have 
remained stagnant. 
“Overall, we were pleased 
with the third-quarter per¬ 
formance,” John Mulligan, 
Target's chief financial of¬ 
ficer. Buf he added, “We 
recognize we still have a 
lot of work fo do as we con¬ 
tinue to heal the U.S. busi¬ 
ness." 

Mulligan said that while 
low gas prices have left 
shoppers with more money 



to spend, it's hard to make 
the correlation with the 
data. Customers are still 
dealing with a lot of cross¬ 
currents, Mulligan said, so 
he believes shoppers will 


son since Target made 
changes to its pricing and 
product assortment. Still, 
the company is not satis¬ 
fied with the performance 
and Mulligan told reporters 


sumed the helm, Target 
had begun to reassess its 
operations, sprucing up 
its baby department and 
adding mannequins to 
its fashion areas. Cornell 


ence call with investors, 
Cornell stressed that it’s not 
de-emphasizing food but 
will focus on offerings that 
are unique to Target. That 
will mean more organic 
and natural foods. 

“We are stepping back 
and really listening to the 
guest,” Cornell told inves¬ 
tors. 

Still, that's a change from 
a few years ago when Tar¬ 
get aggressively expanded 
into groceries during the 
recession to increase traffic 
in its stores. Over the past 
eight years, fashion and 
home furnishings sales have 
dropped from a combined 
47 percent to 36 percent 
of total sales. At the same 
time, food, pet supplies as 
well as household essentials 
rose from 30 percent to 46 
percent of total sales, ac¬ 
cording to UBS retail analyst 
Michael Lasser. 

Target has unveiled an 
aggressive plan to win its 
share of holiday sales this 
year. The company plans 
to open stores at 6 p.m. 
on Thanksgiving Day, two 
hours earlier than last year. 
That’s the same time that 
Wal-Mart plans to begin of¬ 
fering its door-buster deals. 


her grandson put a box of crayons in a shopping cart while shop- 
store in Memphis, Tenn. Target reported quarterly financial results 


In this photo, Julie Wilkins helps 
ping with her family at a Target 
on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014. 


remain focused on deals. 
Meanwhile, operafions in 
Canada have improved 
ahead of the holiday sea- 


that it will assess its Canadi¬ 
an business after the fourth 
quarter. 

Even before Cornell as- 


(AP Photo/Brandon Dill) 

wants to double-down on 
a handful of areas like chil¬ 
dren’s products, fashion 
and furniture. In a confer- 


Lowe’s rides improving housing market in 3Q 



An unidentified customer leaves a Lowe's home improvement 
store in Charlotte, N.C., Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014. Lowe's reported 
quarterly financial results on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Chuck Burton) 


MOORESVILLE, N.C. (AP) — 

Lowe's third-quarter earn¬ 
ings jumped 17 percent as 
home improvement retail¬ 
ers continue to rebound 
from a tough start to the 
year, reaping gains from 
a nascent recovery in the 
housing market. 

The company also raised 
its full-year forecast a day 
after rival Home Depot re¬ 
ported a 14 percent jump 
in third-quarter earnings. 
Shares of Lowe's jumped 5 
percent to an all-time high 
in early trading. 

Earnings for home improve¬ 
ment retailers were ham¬ 
pered earlier this year by 
bad weather, rising mort¬ 
gage rates and a tight 
housing supply that chilled 
sales. 

Home builder confidence 
has since improved and 
housing construction is 
starting to ramp up. The 
Commerce Department 
reported Wednesday that 


construction of single-fam¬ 
ily homes rose 4.2 percent 
in October, the third gain in 
the past four months. 

The housing market re¬ 
mains fragile, however. 
Home prices are rising at 
more than double the an¬ 
nual increase in wages, 
and economists fear home 
affordability will grow into a 


larger problem unless there 
is a significant rebound in 
wages. 

That could become a hur¬ 
dle for retailers like Lowe’s 
and Home Depot but right 
now, both companies are 
showing solid signs of re¬ 
covery from their slow start 
to the year. 

“We believe both compa¬ 


nies are benefiting from sus¬ 
tained momentum in home 
improvement spending 
despite a slowdown in the 
broader housing market,” 
wrote Canaccord analyst 
Laura Campine. “We are 
rethinking estimates in light 
of the report.” 

For the third quarter, 
Lowe's earned $585 million, 
or 59 cents per share. That 
compares with earnings of 
$499 million, or 47 cenfs per 
share, in the same period 
last year. 

Analysts expected, on av¬ 
erage, 58 cents per share, 
according to Zacks Invest¬ 
ment Research. 

Lowe’s revenue climbed 
more than 5 percent to 
$13.68 billion. That also sur¬ 
passed Wall Street projec¬ 
tions for $13.55 billion in rev¬ 
enue. 

Sales at stores open at least 
a year, a key indicator of a 
retailer’s health, climbed 
5.1 percent in the quarter. 
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Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 1 1/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Treaty 

5 Wild winds 

10 Part of a tooth 

14 Under the 
covers 

15 Saying 

16 Bump_; meet 
by chance 

17 Misfortunes 

18 Like a 
motormouth 

20 Pinky or Bruce 

21 Apple’s center 

22 Cat cries 

23 Borg of tennis 

25 Record speed 
letters 

26 Founders’ Day 
procession 

28 Crab Louies 
and Waldorfs 

31 No longer 
sleeping 

32 Spicy; flavorful 

34 Huge bird from 

Australia 

36 Top of the head 

37 Misrepresent 

38 Close noisily 

39 “You _ what 
you eat” 

40 Bowling alley 
button 

41 Cricket’s sound 

42 Van Halen and 
Cibrian 

44 Misgivings 

45 Leprechaun 

46 Keep a cooking 
turkey moist 

47 Syrup flavor 

50 Judicial order 

51 JFK’s Attorney 
General 

54 Horseman 

57 Valley 

58 Mom’s sister 

59 Review of the 
financial books 

60 Perched on 

61 Overdue 

62 Impoverished 

63 Swap flea 
market 

DOWN 

1 Bucket 


2 Qualified 

3 Observed with 
festivities 

4 Football six- 
pointers: abbr. 

5 Aplenty 

6 Decorate 

7 Walkway 

8 _ foo yong 

9 Stitch 

10 Theater 

11 Take apart 

12 Worry; fret 

13 Pea casings 
19 Suggest 

indirectly 
21 Word after 
Morse or zip 

24 TV’s and 
the Fatman” 

25 Hit the ceiling 

26 Daddy 

27 In the know 

28 In a_; miffed 

29 Done on 
purpose 

30 Intelligent 

32 Actress Harper 

33 Pub beverage 


35 Baseball 
officials 

37 Complaint 

38 Close 

40 Irritates 

41 Price 

43 Remove text 

44 Tiny & delicate 
46 Pigtail, usually 


47 Lunch or dinner 

48 Greenish-blue 

49 Football kick 

50 Broad 

52 Ice mass 

53 Saved 

55 Light brown 

56 _ McClanahan 

57 Water barrier 
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James Swartz, director of World Against Toys Causing Harm Inc., holds up toy battle hammer at 
Children’s Franciscan Hospital in Boston, Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014. The consumer watchdog 
group has released its annual list of what it considers to be the 10 most unsafe toys as the 
holiday season approaches. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa) 


Consumer group lists ‘10 worst toys’ for kids 


PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — A bow that 
shoots illuminated arrows 
its manufacturer says can 
fly up to 145 feet (44 me¬ 
ters) and the “Catapencil” 
— a pencil with a miniature 
slingshot-style launcher on 
its end — are on an annual 
list of unsafe toys released 
Wednesday by a Massa¬ 
chusetts consumer watch¬ 
dog group. 

World Against Toys Caus¬ 
ing Harm, or W.A.T.C.H., 
issued the “10 Worst Toys” 
list to remind parents and 
consumers of the potential 
hazards in some toys as the 
holiday shopping season 
gets underway. 

Organizers, who have 
been compiling the lists for 
more fhan three decades, 
said the toys singled out this 
year are representative of 
some of fhe typical prob¬ 
lems they come across, 
and aren’t the only poten¬ 
tially dangerous products 
on the market. 

“It's not so much about the 
specific toys. It’s about the 
hazards,” James Swartz, 
the group's director, said 
at a news conference. 
Many toys, he said, contin¬ 
ue to have the same haz¬ 
ardous designs, including 
small, detachable parts 
that infants can choke 
on; strings that can cause 
strangulation; dangerous 
projectiles; and misleading 
or confusing warning labels 
and instructions. 

Dr. Penny Norman, who 
developed ScienceWiz’s 


“Bottle Rocket Party,” said 
she’s surprised the com¬ 
pany’s kit, which includes 
rocket tubes, stoppers and 
yellow “caution tape” but 
not other necessary or rec¬ 
ommended items, such as 
a bicycle pump or safety 
goggles, made the list. 

She said the idea for the 
kits, which have been on 
the market since about 
2005 and retail for around 
$15, came affer doing 
homemade boffle rockef 
experiments with children 
at summer camps and 
after-school programs in 
California. 

The Toy Industry Associa¬ 
tion said American toy 
safety standards “remain 
the most protective in the 
world" and that the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, the federal 


agency responsible for 
monitoring the safety of 
toys, “consistently” ranks 
toys among the safest of 
15 consumer product cat¬ 
egories commonly found 
in the home. 

Joan Siff, W.A.T.C.H.'s presi¬ 
dent, noted that there 
have been at least 17 toy 
recalls representing over 
4.8 million units of toys in 
the U.S. and Canada so far 
in 2014. She urged parents 
to be extra vigilant during 
the holiday season, when 
W.A.T.C.H. says more than 
65 percent of toys are sold. 

Here’s W.A.T.C.H.’s full list 
of “worst toys” for 2014: 

—"Air Sform Firefek Bow” 
by Zing 

—"Ziggle" four-wheeled 

cycle by Radio FlyerQ 




TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
RENAISSANCE (one bedroom) 
Week room price 
23 343 $4200 

27 103 $3750 

30 515 $4600 

29 134 $3750 

42 103 $6000 

15 327 $6500 

37/38 548 $5750 

19 547 $5000 

LA CABANA 

Week 47 room 237B $1,500 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

Week 29 room 129, 2 bedroom 
$5,500 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 

202887 

TIMESHARE RESALES 
Marriott Ocean Club 

1 br gold ocean view $7000 
want to sell, Rent or Buy 
Time-share in Aruba? 
info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

25 years experience 

211004 

TIMESHARE RESALES 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 br week 46 room #1205 
22 weeks remain on contract 
$6500 

1 br week 47 room # 1206 

20 weeks remain on contract 
$6500 

info@arubatimetravel.com 

www.arubatimetravel.com 

211004 

TIMESHARE 
FOR SALE/RENT 
Casa del Mar 

week 29, one bedroom, unit 
1326, July 18th, rent: $725, 
sell:$2300 (+MF) 

La Cabana week 49, 

one bedroom, ground floor, unit 

105C Dec 5th, rent:$725, sell: 

$2950 (+MF) 

call 565-9394 till Nov 15 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Horenbeeck 



EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Trupial Tel: 583-8560 
San Nicolas: San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 



November 20 

Zuiderdam 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 


e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

_ 202894 


ARUBA 


(FADA)Jel :_583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 



Arubano 
Tel_ 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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UN: World not close to avoiding dangerous warming 


[ 


[ 



Thick white smoke billows from a coal-fired power plant in Beijing, China Thursday, Nov. 13, 2014. 

Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

world still isn’t close to 
preventing what leaders 
call a dangerous level of 
man-made warming, a 
new United Nations report 
says. That's despite some 
nations' recent pledges to 
cut back on carbon diox¬ 
ide emissions. 

The report looks at the gap 
between what countries 
promise to do about car¬ 
bon pollution and what 
scientists say needs to be 
done to prevent temper¬ 
atures rising another two 
degrees. The two-degree 
level is a goal that world 
leaders set in 2009. 

“The time window (for 
reaching that goal) is clos¬ 
ing, closing,” said United 
Nations undersecretary for 
environment Achim Stein¬ 
er. And the cost of getting 
to that goal “is increasing, 
increasing." 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Scien¬ 
tists at the world’s largest 
smasher said Wednesday 
they have discovered two 
new subatomic particles 
never seen before that 
could widen our under¬ 
standing of the universe. 

An experiment using the 
European Organization for 
Nuclear Research’s Large 
Hadron Collider found the 
new particles, which were 
predicted to exist, and are 
both baryons made from 
three quarks bound to¬ 
gether by a strong force. 

In a statement Wednes¬ 
day, officials at the lab 
known by its French ac¬ 
ronym CERN announced 
the discovery, which could 
shed more light on how 


To meet that goal, the 
world has to hit a peak of 
carbon dioxide, methane 
and other greenhouse 
gases before 2030, said 
the report’s chief scientific 
editor, Joseph Alcamo. But 
the study says carbon emis¬ 


things work beyond the 
“Standard Model” physics 
theory explaining the basic 
building blocks of matfer. 
The results also were sub¬ 
mitted to the publication 
Physical Review Letters. 
“Nature was kind and 
gave us two particles for 
the price of one," said one 
of the CERN collaborators, 
Matthew Charles, of the 
CNRS’s LPNHE laboratory at 
Paris VI University. The new 
particles are more than 
six times as massive as the 
protons that scientists have 
been deliberately crash¬ 
ing into each other in a 17- 
mile (27-kilometer) tunnel 
on the Swiss-French border 
near Geneva to see what 
they can discover about 
the makeup of the universe 
and its tiniest particles. □ 


sions will continue to soar 
until 2050 and by then it will 
be too late. 

Using basic math and sci¬ 
ence, researchers figured 
out how much greenhouse 
gas the world can emit by 
2030 and keep below that 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

banking industry seems to 
bring out dishonesty in peo¬ 
ple, a new study suggests. 
A team of Swiss economists 
tested the honesty of bank 
employees in a lab game 
fhaf would pay off in cash if 
fhey cheated. When work¬ 
ers at an unnamed bank 
were asked about their 
home life, fhey were about 
as honest as the general 
public. But employees who 
had just been asked about 
work at the bank cheated 
16 percent more. 

“Bank employees are not 
more dishonest than oth¬ 
ers,” said Ernst Fehr of the 
University of Zurich, author 
of the study published 


two degree mark: about 46 
billion tons (42 billion met¬ 
ric tons). Without factoring 
in this month's promises by 
the U.S. and China to re¬ 
duce emissions, the world 
will be spewing between 
15 and 19 billion tons more 


Wednesday by the journal 
Nature. But he said when 
reminded of their job they 
become more dishonest, 
so something about the 
culture of banking “seems 
fo make fhem more dis¬ 
honest." 

The American Bankers As¬ 
sociation dismissed the 
study: “While this study 
looks at one bank, Ameri¬ 
ca's 6,000 banks set a very 
high bar when it comes to 
the honesty and integrity 
of their employees. Banks 
take the fiduciary respon¬ 
sibility they have for their 
customers very seriously." 
Researchers studied 128 
employees at a single bank 
(even the country where 
it is located was not re¬ 
vealed). □ 


than that, said Alcamo, 
chief scientist for the Unit¬ 
ed Nations’ environmental 
arm. 

If the U.S. and China follow 
through with their promises, 
they may shave a few bil¬ 
lions of tons off the total, 
said former U.S. Sen. Tim 
Wirth, vice chairman of the 
United Nations Foundation. 
Those pledges and an ear¬ 
lier one by Europe, while 
narrowing the gap, aren’t 
large enough to close it, 
Alcamo said. 

In his forward to the re¬ 
port, Steiner wrote that the 
“analysis reveals a wor¬ 
risome worsening trend. 
Continued emissions of 
greenhouse gases will lead 
to an even warmer climate 
and exacerbate the dev¬ 
astating effect of climate 
change.” 

Outside scientists praised 
the numbers in the study, 
but Granger Morgan at 
Carnegie Mellon University 
raised a question that sci¬ 
entists have been debat¬ 
ing more frequently: Is it 
time to abandon the two- 
degree goal as unrealistic? 
“Today a two-degree tar¬ 
get is akin to a 60-year-old 
man who resolves to be 25 
years old next year,” Mor¬ 
gan said in an email. “It 
ain’t gonna happen, but 
it's time to get really serious 
about achieving what we 
can.” Steiner said because 
of the dangers of a warmer 
world, if is unthinkable to 
abandon the two-degree 
goal. 

After the report was re¬ 
leased at a Washington 
news conference. Tommy 
Remengesau — president 
of the small island nation of 
Palau, which is threatened 
by sea level rise — told 
The Associated Press that 
this really isn’t about num¬ 
bers: “For some of us, if’s a 
matter of survival: life and 
death."□ 


CERN scientists discover 2 
new subatomic particles 


Study: Banking industry 
culture fosters cheating 
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Steve Carell vows not to ‘play it safe anymore’ 



Steve Carell arrives at the Hollywood Film Awards at the Palladium on Friday, Nov. 14, 2014, in 
Los Angeles. Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Long 
before Steve Carell was 
showered in acclaim for his 
startling transformation into 
John du Pont for the true- 
crime drama “Foxcatch- 
er,” he was walking home 
from set, commiserating 
with co-star Mark Ruffalo. 
“We both looked at each 
other really in agreement 
that the whole thing was 
crazy and what we were 
doing was so far out there,” 
Carell recalled in a recent 
interview. “We both felt we 
were taking huge swings." 
You, too, might be a tad 
nervous about how you’d 
come off if you were — 
like Carell — fitted with a 
prosthetic nose, covered 
in three-hours of make¬ 
up, and asked to portray, 
with somber severity, an 
increasingly psychotic, 
chemical empire heir with 
both a raging mother 
complex and a proclivity 
for sweat pants. 

Bennett Miller's “Foxcatch- 
er," in which du Pont tragi¬ 
cally befriends Olympic 
wrestler brothers Mark 
(Channing Tatum) and 
Dave (Ruffalo) Schultz, cer¬ 
tainly had the potential 
of failing to pin down its 
stranger-than-fiction tale 
and leave Carell flopping 
on the mat. 

“We weren't going to go 
halfway with it. That would 
have ended up being 
nothing,” Carell says. “We 
both felt very vulnerable, 
that it could potentially be 
the worst thing we’d ever 
done or the best, but there 
was little in between." 

The needle has clearly 
swung to “best." Carell’s 
performance has been 
hailed as one of the most 
extraordinary of the year, 
one immediately inducted 
into the rich history of co¬ 
medic actors veering into 
dramatic territory. Carell, 
who was named the most 
outstanding performer of 
the year by the Santa Bar¬ 
bara International Film Fes¬ 
tival, is considered a shoo- 
in for a best actor nomina¬ 
tion. 

“It's definitely darker than 
most anything I’ve ever 
done,” Carell said. “The 
fact that Bennett had faith 


in me to do it, that was re¬ 
ally a reward in itself, get¬ 
ting that kind of affirmation 
from someone like that." 
Miller, the director of “Ca¬ 
pote” and “Moneyball,” 
was attracted to the idea 
of casting du Pont — who 
was convicted of mur¬ 
dering Dave Schultz on 
his family’s 800-acre Fox- 
catcher estate in Pennsyl¬ 
vania in 1996 — with not 
an overtly villainous actor. 
Instead, he was drawn to 
Carell for his unthreatening 
demeanor and reputation. 
“I did believe in my heart 
that if it could work with 
Steve, that that would be 
the best for the film,” says 
Miller. “I couldn’t imagine 
something working better 
than if that could work. I 
did have glimpses of it in 
just talking to Steve about 
the character and hearing 
his commitment to do it." 
Since Carell's big-screen 
breakthrough in “The 
40-Year-Old Virgin,” the 
52-year-old Second City 
alum has regularly mixed 
comedy and drama in 
films like “Little Miss Sun¬ 
shine,” "Dan in Real Life” 
and “The Way, Way Back.” 
But the considerable step 
Carell takes into darker ter¬ 
rain in “Foxcatcher" wasn't 
premeditated, the former 
“Office” star says. 

“I didn't want to work at 
convincing people that I 
could do this,” says Carell. 
“I just wanted to play the 
guy and try to do the best 
representation of this hu¬ 
man being that I could. I 
didn't want that added 
sense, ‘Oh, I hope peo¬ 
ple buy me in it' because 
people haven't necessar¬ 
ily seen me do this type of 
thing before. So I had to 
get past that and just do 
it." 

Doughy, balding and 
speaking with a halting, 
presumptuous air, Carell is 
nearly unrecognizable as 
the removed-from-reality 
du Pont, who in the film is a 
symbol of the unchecked 
power of wealth and pa¬ 
triotism run amok. 

Carell's old “Daily Show" 
boss, Jon Stewart (whose 
own drama, the film “Rose¬ 
water,” reunited the two 
on the release calendar), 
says his former correspon¬ 


dent’s gift for fleshing out 
a character was the same 
in a sketch: “He would 
find moments in it that you 
didn’t know were there.” 

In shaping du Pont, Miller 
and Carell discussed Jerry 
Lewis' creepy stalker from 
“The King of Comedy," a 
renown dramatic pivot for 
the comedian. Carell cites 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — People 
magazine has named 
Chris Hemsworth the “Sexi¬ 
est Man Alive" of 2014, 
cheering the Australian ac¬ 
tor’s rise as hammer-wield¬ 
ing, bone fide hunk in the 
“Thor" films. 

Hemsworth, who also 
starred as Formula One 


Peter Sellers and his “Little 
Miss Sunshine” co-star Alan 
Arkin as actors he idolizes 
for their ability to range 
from broad comedy to se¬ 
rious drama. 

Much of “Foxcatcher,” for 
which Carell somewhat re¬ 
mained in character dur¬ 
ing shooting outside Pitts¬ 
burgh, remains a kind of 


racer James Hunt in the 
Ron Howard-directed 
“Rush” and the “Star Trek” 
reboots, was unveiled as 
the winner on Tuesday’s 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live!" 

When asked who he want¬ 
ed to thank, Hemsworth 
told Kimmel his parents, 
“for putting this together." 
He joins a list of hunks with 
the honor, including Brad- 


out-of-body experience for 
Carell. “It’s strange to talk 
about because it was one 
of those experiences that 
seems so isolated from the 
rest of my life. I feel like that 
was three or four months 
and then it was gone,” he 
says. 

But the film has clearly em¬ 
boldened Carell. □ 


ley Cooper, Ryan Reyn¬ 
olds, Brad Pitt, George 
Clooney, Patrick Swayze, 
Sean Connery, Ben Af¬ 
fleck, Channing Tatum and 
Adam Levine. Mel Gibson, 
another Australian, was 
the first in 1985. 

The 31-year-old star of 
“Thor: The Dark World” and 
his 38-year-old wife, Elsa 
Pataky of “Fast and Furious 
6,” have three children. 
The actor’s younger broth¬ 
er, Liam, stars in the “The 
Hunger Games: Catching 
Fire.” 

Chris Hemsworth told 
People that the award 
“bought me a couple of 
weeks of bragging rights" 
around the house and with 
his wife. “I can just say to 
her, ‘Now remember, this 
is what the people think, 
so I don’t need to do the 
dishes anymore, I don’t 
need to change nappies. 
I'm above that. I've made 
it now.”0 


People mag names Chris 
Hemsworth ‘Sexiest Man Alive’ 



In this July 26, 2014 file photo, Chris Hemsworth attends the 
Marvel press line at Comic-Con International in San Diego. 

Associated Press 
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In this Jan. 19, 2013 file photo, Panama’s salsa singer Ruben Blades performs during the 10th 
edition of the Panama Jazz Festival in Panama City. Associated Press 


Ruben Blades tangos his 
way to Latin Grammys 


CHARLES J. GANS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ru¬ 
ben Blades says he never 
imagined his CD “Tangos” 
would be nominated for a 
Latin Grammy. 

Instead, it’s up for two — 
album of the year and best 
tango album. 

“People probably have 
to rub their eyes and say, 
‘What, Ruben Blades in the 
tango category?’ I was sur¬ 
prised because you never 
know about Grammy nom¬ 
inations. My album ‘Siem- 
bra,’ arguably the biggest 
seller in the history of sal¬ 
sa, never got nominated 
for a Grammy,” said the 
66-year-old Blades, who 
has won four Latin Gram¬ 
mys and six Grammys. 

The Panamanian-born 
Blades says the nomina¬ 
tions are affirmation of 
his belief that re-creating 
his salsa songs as tangos 
would work, even though 
he had to use completely 
different phrasing in singing 
such songs as “Paula C,” 
"Ligia Elena,” and “Adan 
Garcia." 

At Thursday night’s Latin 
Grammys, Blades will be 
performing the “Tangos” 
version of his biggest hit, 
“Pedro Navaja,” inspired 
by “Mack the Knife," his 


socially conscious song 
about the life and death of 
a murderous street hustler. 
On the new album, he 
performs “Pedro Navaja” 
with veteran Argentine 
bandoneonist Leopoldo 
Federico’s orchestra as a 
milonga, a slightly faster 
tango style, a far cry from 
the original version on his 
1978 “Siembra” album with 
Willie Colon, with blaring 
police sirens and horns and 
a throbbing salsa beat. 

“I felt that the instrumenta¬ 
tion and the atmosphere 
that tango creates would 
make the lyrics more rele¬ 
vant and stronger,” Blades 
said in a recent interview. 
“Salsa is action music, 
whereas in the tango you 
have space for reflec¬ 
tion. There is something 
about tango that is very 
emotional. The instruments 
— the violin, the bando- 
neon — evoke nostalgia, 
sadness, opportunities lost 
and/or found. I always 
felt that some of my lyrics 
were shortchanged by the 
salsa format” with its strong 
rhythms that got in the 
way. Blades and his col¬ 
laborator, arranger Carlos 
Franzetti, began discussing 
the tangos project more 
than a decade ago, but 
Blades put his entertain¬ 


ment career on hiatus to 
serve as Panama’s Minister 
of Tourism from 2004-2009. 
Franzetti says the biggest 
challenge was to dissect 
Blades' original songs and 
“mix the elements into a 
new brew.” 

“Tango is a completely dif¬ 
ferent genre than salsa: no 
constant rhythmic pulse, 
no percussion, different 
melodies, harmonies and 
instrumentation,” Franzetti 
said in an email. “I had to 
apply all these tango ele¬ 
ments to Ruben’s songs, 
maintaining their integrity 
while making them into be¬ 
lievable tangos and milon¬ 
gas.” “Tangos” reflects a 
genre-blending approach 
to music that Blades has 
dubbed “mixtura.” 

Blades will soon be go¬ 
ing into the studio to do 
a “rock en espanol” al¬ 
bum, also including some 
English-language songs he 
wrote with Lou Reed, with 
his new Paraiso Road Gang 
band that he formed with 
his wife, singer Luba Ma¬ 
son, which he says will play 
an unpredictable mix from 
tango and salsa to jazz 
and bluegrass. 

“Mixtura” might also de¬ 
scribe Blades' diverse ca¬ 
reer paths that also include 
acting and politics.Q 




Entertainer and Navy veteran Bill Cosby speaks during a 
Veterans Day ceremony, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2014, at the The All 
Wars Memorial to Colored Soldiers and Sailors in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


NBC scraps Cosby 
television project 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — NBC 

says it has scrapped 
a Bill Cosby comedy 
that was under devel¬ 
opment, the second 
outlet within a day to 
put off or abandon a 
Cosby project after 
another sexual assault 
allegation against the 
comic emerged. 

NBC spokeswoman 
Rebecca Marks said 
Wednesday the proj¬ 
ect “is no longer under 
development,” and 
had no further com¬ 
ment. 

Netflix announced late 
Tuesday that it was 
postponing the Nov. 
27 premiere of a new 
Cosby standup com¬ 
edy special, giving no 
hint about whether it 
ever will be aired. Hours 
earlier in an interview 
with “Entertainment 
Tonight," actress Jan¬ 
ice Dickinson became 
the third woman in re¬ 
cent weeks to allege 
she’d been assaulted 
by Cosby — charges 
strongly denied by the 
comedian’s lawyer. 
Dickinson told “Enter¬ 
tainment Tonight” that 
Cosby had given her 
red wine and a pill 
when they were to¬ 
gether in a Lake Tahoe, 
California, hotel room 
in 1982. When she woke 


up the next morning, 
“I wasn’t wearing my 
pajamas and I remem¬ 
bered before I passed 
out I had been sexually 
assaulted by this man.” 
Cosby’s lawyer, Martin 
Singer, said in a letter 
to The Associated Press 
that Dickinson’s charg¬ 
es were “false and 
outlandish" and were 
contradicted by Dick¬ 
inson herself in a pub¬ 
lished autobiography. 
Cosby’s spokesman, 
David Brokaw, has not 
returned calls for com¬ 
ment. 

The spiraling scandal 
has threatened the 
77-year-old come¬ 
dian’s reputation as 
America’s TV dad at 
a time when he was 
launching a come¬ 
back. He has at least 
35 performances 
scheduled throughout 
the U.S. and Canada 
through May of 2015. 
None of the perfor¬ 
mances has been can¬ 
celled. 

NBC’s project, an¬ 
nounced in January, 
was in the very early 
stages, without a script 
or commitment to pro¬ 
duction. But it would 
have brought Cosby 
back to the network 
where he had reigned 
in the 1980s with the 
top-rated “The Cosby 
Show.”Q 













Who Are We? 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates - 
The 9/11 suicide attack, spear¬ 
headed by 19, mostly Saudi, 
young men in the name of Islam, 
ignited a debate in the Sunni 
Arab world about religion and 
how their societies could have 
produced such suicidal fanatics. 
But it was quickly choked off by 
denial, and by America’s failed 
invasion of Iraq. Well, conversa¬ 
tions here in Dubai, one of the 
great Arab/Muslim crossroads, 
make it clear that the rise of the 
Islamic State “caliphate” in Iraq 
and Syria, and its barbaric treat¬ 
ment of those who are against 
them - moderate Sunnis or Shi¬ 
ites, Christians, other minorities 
and women - has revived this 
central debate about “who are 
we?” 

Why? Because the Islamic State, 
or ISIS, is homegrown; its aim is not 
to strike at enemies far away, but 
to spread and impose its vision of 
an Islamic society right here and 
right now; it’s attracting Muslim 
youths from all over, including 
the West; its ideology is a violent 
mutation of the puritanical, non- 
pluralistic, Wahhabi Islam, the 
dominant trend in Saudi Arabia, 
and it is being beamed via Twit¬ 
ter and Facebook - parents here 
know - directly to their kids. That’s 
why it’s forcing an inescapable 
and painful look in the mirror. 
“We can’t avoid this fight any 
longer - we’re on a train head¬ 
ing for a cliff,” said Abdullah 
Hamidaddin, an adviser to the 
Dubai-based Al-Mesbar Stud¬ 
ies & Research Center, which 
tracks Islamist movements and 
works to promote a more plural¬ 
istic culture. What is most striking, 
though, is how much Al-Mesbar 
sees ISIS not as just a religious 
problem that has to be combat¬ 
ed with a more inclusive Islamic 
narrative but as the product of 
all the problems ailing this region 
at once: underdevelopment, 
sectarianism, lagging education, 
sexual repression, lack of respect 
for women and lack of pluralism 
in all intellectual thought. 

Rasha al-Aqeedi is an Iraqi editor 
from Mosul working at Al-Mesbar. 
She has stayed in touch with 
people in Mosul since ISIS took 
over. 

“What is happening,” she told 
me, is that the Sunni Muslim 
population of Mosul “has now 
awakened from the shock. Be¬ 
fore, people would say, ‘Islam is 
perfect and [the outside world] 
is after us and hates us.’ Now 
people are starting to read the 
books that ISIS is based on. I hear 
from people in Mosul who say, 
‘I am considering becoming an 
atheist.’” 

She added: When a young man 


who has not passed the sixth 
grade joins ISIS and then “comes 
and tells a teacher at the univer¬ 
sity what he must teach and that 
he must wear a long gown, you 
can imagine the shock. I hear 
people saying: ‘I am not going 
to the mosque and pray as long 
as they are here. They don’t rep¬ 
resent Islam. They represent the 
old Islam that never changed.’” 
Besides the religious zealots in 
ISIS, you also find many adven¬ 
turers and impoverished youths 
attracted to ISIS simply to be 
able to lord it over others. Many 
of the Sunnis who rushed to 
join ISIS in Mosul came from the 
much poorer town nearby, Tel 
Afar, whose citizens were always 
looked down upon by Mosul Sun¬ 
nis. 

“You see these boys [from Tel 
Afar]. They smoke. They drink. 
They have tattoos,” said Aqeedi. 
One of them who joined ISIS 
came up to someone I know 
who already covers her head 
with a hijab - but not her face 
- and he told her to put on a 
burqa and cover everything. 
He told her, ‘If you don’t wear a 
burqa, I will make sure one of the 
rural women, who people like 
you ridiculed your whole life, will 
come and give you a beating.’” 
This was about who has power - 
radical Islam was just the cover. 
“People are attracted to mod¬ 
erate religion because they 
are moderates to begin with,” 
argues Hamidaddin. “People 
are attracted to extreme black- 
and-white religious ideologies” 
because the warped social and 
economic context they live in 
produces an attraction to holis¬ 
tic black-and-white solutions.” (It 
is one reason Pakistani Muslims 
tend to be more radical than In¬ 
dian Muslims.) 

Yes, religious reform would help, 
added Hamidaddin. But “it was 
the complete deterioration of 
the economic, security and po¬ 
litical situation [in Iraq and Syria] 
that demanded a clear black- 
and-white interpretation of the 
world. It takes the right [govern¬ 
ment] policies to counteract 
that.” 

Maqsoud Kruse runs the He- 
dayah International Center 
to counter violent extremism, 
which is hosted by the United 
Arab Emirates. He’s concluded 
that beating back “ISIS-ism” will 
require a long-term investment 
to empower and educate Arab 
citizens to compete and thrive 
in modernity. Only people here 
can do that because it’s a chal¬ 
lenge of governing, educating 
and parenting. 

“That suicide bomber can de¬ 
cide not to push the button, and 
our job is to understand how we 
can help him decide not to push 
the button, to make him or her 
aware, conscious and rational, 
rather than be swept along,” 
said Kruse. 

“It is all about how we equip and 
support our youth and prevent 
them from being someone who 
says, ‘I have the truth.’” We need 
them to have “the ability to de¬ 
construct ideas and be immune 
and self-resilient” to extremism. 
It is all about, “how we get them 
to pause and think” - before they 
actQ 
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The Great Betrayal 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2014 New York Times 

In the months since President 
Barack Obama first seem poised 

- as he now seems poised again 

- to issue a sweeping executive 
amnesty for millions of illegal im¬ 
migrants, we’ve learned two 
important things about how this 
administration approaches its 
constitutional obligations. 

First, we now have a clear sense 
of the legal arguments that will 
be used to justify the kind of 
move Obama himself previously 
described as a betrayal of our 
political order. They are, as ex¬ 
pected, lawyerly in the worst 
sense, persuasive only if abstract¬ 
ed from any sense of precedent 
or proportion or political normal- 
ity. 

Second, we now have a clearer 
sense of just how anti-democrati- 
cally this president may be willing 
to proceed. 

The legal issues first. The White 
House’s case is straightforward: 
It has “prosecutorial discretion” 
in which illegal immigrants it de¬ 
ports, it has precedent-ground¬ 
ed power to protect particular 
groups from deportation, and it 
has statutory authority to grant 
work permits to those protected. 
Therefore, there can be no legal 
bar to applying discretion, grant¬ 
ing protections and issuing work 
permits to roughly half the illegal- 
immigrant population. 

This argument’s logic, at once 
consistent and deliberately ob¬ 
tuse, raises one obvious question: 
Why stop at half? (Activists are 
already asking.) After all, under 
this theory of what counts as 
faithfully executing the law, all 


that matters is that somebody, 
somewhere, is being deported; 
anyone and everyone else can 
be allowed to work and stay. 

So the president could “tempo¬ 
rarily” legalize 99.9 percent of il¬ 
legal immigrants and direct the 
Border Patrol to hand out work 
visas to every subsequent border 
crosser, so long as a few thou¬ 
sand aliens were deported for 
felonies every year. 

The reality is there is no agreed- 
upon limit to the scope of prose¬ 
cutorial discretion in immigration 
law because no president has 
attempted anything remotely 
like what Obama is contemplat¬ 
ing. In past cases, presidents used 
the powers he’s invoking to grant 
work permits to modest, clearly 
defined populations facing some 
obvious impediment (war, perse¬ 
cution, natural disaster) to return¬ 
ing home. None of those moves 
even approached this plan’s 
scale, none attempted to trans¬ 
form a major public policy de¬ 
bate, and none were deployed 
as blackmail against a Congress 
unwilling to work the president’s 
will. 

And none of them had major 
applications outside immigration 
law. No defender of Obama’s 
proposed move has successfully 
explained why it wouldn’t be a 
model for a future president in¬ 
terested in unilateral rewrites of 
other areas of public policy (the 
tax code, for instance) where 
sweeping applications of “discre¬ 
tion” could achieve partisan vic¬ 
tories by fiat. 

No liberal has persuasively ex¬ 
plained how, after spending the 
last Republican administration 
complaining about presidential 
“signing statements,” it makes 
sense for the left to begin apply¬ 
ing Cheneyite theories of execu¬ 
tive power on domestic policy 
debates. 

Especially debates in which the 
executive branch is effectively 
acting in direct defiance of the 
electoral process. This is where 
the administration has entered 
extraordinarily brazen territory, 
since part of its original case for 
taking these steps was that they 
supposedly serve the public will, 
which only yahoos and congres¬ 
sional Republicans oppose. 


This argument was specious be¬ 
fore; now it looks ridiculous. The 
election just past was not, of 
course, a formal referendum on 
the president’s proposed am¬ 
nesty, but it was conducted with 
the promise of unilateral action in 
the background, and with immi¬ 
gration as one of the more hotly 
debated issues. 

The result was a devastating de¬ 
feat for Obama and his party, 
and most polling on unilateral 
action is pretty terrible for the 
president. 

So there is no public will at work 
here. There is only the will to pow¬ 
er of this White House. 

Which is why the thinking liberal’s 
move, if this action goes forward, 
will be to invoke structural forces, 
flaws inherent in our constitution¬ 
al order, to justify Obama’s unilat¬ 
eralism. 

This won’t be a completely falla¬ 
cious argument: Presidential sys¬ 
tems like ours have a long record, 
especially in Latin America, of 
producing standoffs between ex¬ 
ecutive and legislative branches, 
which tends to make executive 
power grabs more likely. 

In the United States this tenden¬ 
cy has been less dangerous - our 
imperial presidency has grown 
on us gradually; the worst over¬ 
reaches have often been rolled 
back. 

But we do seem to be in an era 
whose various forces - our open- 
ended post-9/11 wars, the ideo¬ 
logical uniformity of the parties 
- are making a kind of creeping 
caudillismo more likely. 

But if that evil must come, woe to 
the president who chooses it. And 
make no mistake, the president 
is free to choose. No immediate 
crisis forces his hand; no doom 
awaits the country if he waits. 

He once campaigned on con¬ 
stitutionalism and executive re¬ 
straint; he once abjured exactly 
this power. 

There is still time for him to respect 
the limits of his office, the lines of 
authority established by the Con¬ 
stitution, the outcome of the last 
election. 

Or he can choose the power 
grab, and the accompanying 
disgrace. □ 
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As More Schools Pry; 

College Applicants Sanitizing Their Social Media Profiles 


is that students are not pub¬ 
licly chronicling their lives 
through social media in the 
same way.” 

He pointed to several trends 
responsible for this change. 
For one, many parents and 
guidance counselors now 
warn teenagers that post¬ 
ing controversial material, 
or even an offhand com¬ 
ment, online could have 
long-term repercussions for 

iju* N 


School in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 

The practice of undergrad¬ 
uate admissions officers’ 
conducting online search¬ 
es on applicants or seek¬ 
ing out their social media 
profiles occurs most often 
at private, highly selective 
liberal arts colleges that 
handpick their incoming 
classes with the idea of cre¬ 
ating unique, diverse com¬ 


because it can be difficult 
to authenticate that an ac¬ 
count belongs to the stu¬ 
dent in question. 

“This is a land mine for ad¬ 
missions officers,” said Brad¬ 
ley S. Shear, a lawyer who 
specializes in social media 
and privacy. He added 
that treating one group of 
students differently than 
another group could be 
potentially discriminatory. 



Satyajit Dattagupta, the vice president for enrollment management at Washington College 
in Chestertown, Md., Nov. 17, 2014. College admissions officials have noted more and more 
applicants keeping a scrupulously clean profile social media, aware that they are being 
tracked. (J.M. Eddins Jr./The New York Times) 


NATASHA SINGER 
© 2014 New York Times 

Admissions officers at More¬ 
house College in Atlanta 
were shocked several years 
ago when a number of high 
school seniors submitted 
applications using email 
addresses containing pro¬ 
vocative language. 

Some of the addresses 
made sexual innuendos 
while others invoked gang¬ 
ster rap songs or drug use, 
said Darryl D. Isom, More¬ 
house's director of admis¬ 
sions and recruitment. 

But last year, he and his 
staff noticed a striking re¬ 
versal: Nearly every appli¬ 
cant to Morehouse, an all¬ 
male historically black col¬ 
lege, used his real name, or 
some variation, as his email 
address. 

Morehouse admissions offi¬ 
cials, who occasionally dip 
into applicants' public so¬ 
cial media profiles looking 
for additional details about 
them, also found fewer pro¬ 
vocative posts. 

“Students know college ad¬ 
missions departments are 
looking,” Isom said. "They 
are cleaning up their online 
profiles before they ever 
apply." 

Morehouse's experience 
mirrors the findings in a new 
report from Kaplan Test 
Prep. This application sea¬ 
son fewer college officials 
are finding online material 
that could derail a student's 
chance of admission, even 
though an increasing num¬ 
ber of college admissions 
officers consider the public 
social media accounts of 
applicants as fair game. 

Of the 403 undergradu¬ 
ate admissions officers who 
were polled by telephone 
over the summer, 35 per¬ 
cent said they had visited 
an applicant’s social me¬ 
dia page - a 9 percentage 
point increase compared 
with 2012. But only 16 per¬ 
cent of them said they had 
discovered information 
online that had hurt a stu¬ 
dent’s application - com¬ 
pared with 35 percent in 
2012. "Students are more 
aware that any impression 
they leave on social media 
is leaving a digital finger¬ 
print,” said Seppy Basili, Ka¬ 
plan’s vice president for col¬ 
lege admissions. "My hunch 


their college or career pros¬ 
pects. 

As a result, in their junior year 
or earlier, many high school 
students have started sani¬ 
tizing their online profiles - 
making them private, delet¬ 
ing certain posts, removing 
name tags in photos, using 
pseudonyms. 

Also, today’s teenagers, 
who are not just digital na¬ 
tives, but native social net- 
workers, use a wider variety 
of sites and apps than their 
predecessors. And they are 
embracing more visual me¬ 
diums, like YouTube and In- 
stagram, as well as ephem¬ 
eral messaging apps like 
Snapchat, and anonymous 
chat sites like YikYak, where 
parents and college of¬ 
ficials may be less likely to 
find them. 

"Students are quickly mov¬ 
ing from one medium to 
another trying to get away 
from the grasp of adults,” 
said Jody Jennings, the co¬ 
director of college coun¬ 
seling at Charlotte Latin 


munities. 

Large state universities, 
whose admissions criteria 
involve quantifiable mea¬ 
sures like grades and test 
scores, do not have the ca¬ 
pacity for individual explo¬ 
rations of applicants’ social 
lives. 

Some smaller colleges for¬ 
bid their admissions officers 
from vetting applicants’ 
online activities because 
they view the practice as 
an invasive and subjective 
exercise that could result in 
unfair decisions for students. 
"I don't think we should 
be trolling for information 
that was not submitted by 
the students for our use in 
rendering the decision,” 
said Debra J. Chermonte, 
the dean of admissions at 
Oberlin College in Oberlin, 
Ohio. At Oberlin, she said, 
admissions officers may re¬ 
view only the material sub¬ 
mitted by students as part 
of their application. 

Some colleges also avoid 
vetting applicants online 


“That's why admissions offi¬ 
cers have to be very careful 
if they decide to look up an 
applicant online or review 
their social media profiles.” 
Yet students and their par¬ 
ents have no way of know¬ 
ing whether admissions offi¬ 
cers at certain colleges look 
at applicants’ online foot¬ 
prints - or when a college 
rejects a student based 
on something found online 
- because colleges and 
universities generally don’t 
post information about their 
social media vetting prac¬ 
tices on admissions sites. 
“When they take a college 
tour, students could ask, 
'Do you guys look?'? ?" 
said Jim Bock, the dean of 
admissions at Swarthmore 
College in Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania. “It’s a fair 
question.” 

While applicants may sub¬ 
mit online material, like links 
to an app or video they 
created, Bock prohibits ad¬ 
missions officers from going 
online on their own to look 


for information about can¬ 
didates. 

“Some colleges look; some 
do not,” he said. "As con¬ 
sumers, students should 
have access to that infor¬ 
mation.” 

But some admissions direc¬ 
tors who have a general 
policy not to seek out online 
material about applicants 
have occasionally made 
exceptions under special 
circumstances. 

At Reed College in Port¬ 
land, Oregon, in the mid- 
2000s, for instance, admis¬ 
sions officers were alerted 
to an online chat room 
where an applicant who 
had figured out a loophole 
in the financial aid system 
was encouraging others to 
take advantage of it. 

"It did factor into the ad¬ 
missions decision," said 
Paul Marthers, who was the 
dean of admissions at Reed 
at the time and is now the 
vice provost for enrollment 
management and student 
success at the State Uni¬ 
versity of New York system. 
"We considered it to be a fi¬ 
nancial aid fraud situation.” 
Although admissions offi¬ 
cers within the SUNY system 
do not research applicants 
online, Marthers said school 
officials considering posting 
an admissions transparency 
statement on the practice 
that they would reserve the 
right to investigate if a prob¬ 
lem came to their attention. 
At Washington College in 
Chestertown, Maryland, 
admissions officials do not 
proactively seek out can¬ 
didates on social media. 
But while monitoring the 
college’s brand online, ad¬ 
missions officers often hap¬ 
pen upon applicants who 
have publicly commented 
on the college, and they 
immediately forward those 
posts to Satyajit Dattagup¬ 
ta, the vice president for 
enrollment management. 

In a phone interview last 
week, Dattagupta said he 
looked favorably upon ap¬ 
plicants who posted posi¬ 
tive comments about the 
college and about them¬ 
selves. But he said he was 
troubled by applicants who 
publicly disparaged his col¬ 
lege or any other on so¬ 
cial media using offensive 
language.Q 










